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PROCEEDTINGS

1

2 MR. REXFORD: Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen. Welcome to the North Slope Subsistence Regional
Advisory Council. We'll call the Regional Advisory Council
beeting to order at this time, 9:12. Our tentative agenda
gshows we have a roll call, and, Harry, would you please call
roll?

8

9 MR. H. BROWER: Fenton Rexford?

10

11 MR. REXFORD: Here.

12

13 MR. H. BROWER: Edward Itta?

14

15 MR. ITTA: Here.

16

17 MR. H. BROWER: Harry Brower? I'm here. Jim
Af%eoganna®?

19

20 MR. AVEOGANNA: Here.

21

22 MR. H. BROWER: Warren Matumeak? Gordon
Opickson?

24

25 MR. UPICKSON: Here.

26

277 MR. H. BROWER: Terry Tagarook?

28

29 MR. TAGAROOK: Here.

30

31 MR. H. BROWER: Zacharias Hugo? George
BHmaogak? Mr. Chairman, there's been (Inupiaq).

33

34 MR. REXFORD: Yeah. Okay. Thank you, Harry.

B&5 do have a quorum to proceed with business. At this time
2611 ask for a moment of silence to guide us through our
déliberations today and the rest of our meetings. Thank you.
38n Inupiaq)

39

40 In front of us we have minutes under the tentative
dgenda at this time. 1I'll ask the Board what -- we have the
#2anscripts and we also have the summary of our last meeting in
g8ptember. Harry, would you please read the summary, and we
édn proceed from there?

45

46 MR. H. BROWER: Okay. For your information,
M¥. Chairman, if I may, (in Inupiag) the summary. (In Inupiaq)
ABd this is what we'll be using.

49
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1 "The Council met for orientation on September 20, 1993.
2
3 "On September 21, 1993, the Council held its first

public meeting in the North Slope Borough Assembly Room. In
addition to the Council members, the Council's Liaison Officer,
6ther U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service staff, National Park
Jervice staff, and the Alaska Department of Fish and Game Area
Biologist participated in the meeting.

9

10 "The day and evening of the 21st was an open public
théeting and was transcribed by a court reporter. Copies of the
tzanscript of the minutes have been distributed to Council
h&8mbers for their review.

14
15 "The meeting began with the introduction of Council
hémbers, and the election of Council officers. The members

pZesent and the offices to which they were elected can be found
48 page one of the minutes," and that's the court reporter's
tPanscript that I made copies and sent to each of the Council
Bémbers.

21

22 "The Council then reviewed and introduced its Charter.
2Bhe Charter was adopted by a vote of the members, can be found
24 page 16 of the transcript.

25
26 For your information, I'll read the -- what's -- who's
2Jected to what seat: Fenton Rexford was voted chairman,

P8ward Itta vice chairman, and Harry Brower secretary.

29

30 "Then, stepping outside of the published agenda, the
Bdéuncil had a lengthy discussion about the scheduling of the
B2xt meeting -- Council meeting. It was moved and approved
BBat the next meeting be held in Kaktovik." That can be found
84 page 26 of the minutes, or the transcript. "The next
B&eting was tentatively set for February 8, 1994. Then a short
déscussion on the accommodations available in Kaktovik.

37

38 "Chairman Rexford called the meeting back to order at
3925 p.m. and started out by opening the public comment period.
40here were no public comments.

41
42 "The next item on the agenda was identification of
#8gional issues. The issues raised focused on subsistence

#égulations, Federal and State, and then on clarifying the
#bles and responsibilities of the Regional Advisory Council."
This can also be found on pages 31 through 56 of the

4¥anscript.
48
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"The members discussed how to propose a regulation
toncerning subsistence hunting on federal lands. A couple of
Botions were made to develop proposals. One concerned caribou,
dnd another concerned the moose." The caribou proposal can be
found on page 60, and the one concerning moose on page 74.

5

6 "A motion was approved to recess until 7:00 p.m., and
7Teconvene at the City Chambers.

8

9 "The meeting reconvened at the City Chambers, and

Chairman Rexford called the meeting back to order.

11

12 "There followed a brief discussion concerning proposed
t8gulation changes in the definitions and classifications of
fdrbearers, a new definition of a designated hunter, hunting
h&rvest limits, modified methods and means, and restrictions
d6sociated with taking of wildlife by hunting and trapping."
THis can be found on page 76 in the transcript.

18

19 "The meeting was then adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

20

21 "The next meeting was scheduled to be held in Kaktovik,
FP8bruary 8, 1994." That was canceled due to not having a
g@lorum there.

24

25 That's the minutes, Mr. Chairman.

26

277 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Harry.

28

29 Fellow Council members, we also have full transcripts.

30 recommend to attach our summary to the transcript and
dpprove both. My recommendation at this time.

32

33 MR. ITTA: 1I'll move to approve the minutes of
Séptember 20, 1993.

35

36 MR. REXFORD: We also had one on the 21st.
37

38 MR. ITTA: 20th?

39

40 MR. REXFORD: 21 and 20.

41

42 MR. ITTA: Okay.

43

44 MR. REXFORD: Okay. There's a motion on the

£hoor to approve the minutes of our September 21 and 20.

46

47 MR. UPICKSON: I second Mr. Itta's motion to
dPprove.
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1 MR. REXFORD: It's been seconded. Any further
discussion on the reading of the summarized minutes and also
Bhe transcripts?

4

5 MR. ITTA: I've just got one comment.

6

7 MR. REXFORD: Edward?

8

9 MR. ITTA: When we were speaking in Inupiag,
b8cause our transcriber can't -- is not fluent in Inupiagq,
those discussions were not noted in the -- or noted, but not
&2ven out in the transcripts. I realize we do have a tape
t8cord, right?

14

15 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

16

17 MR. ITTA: I just think one of us when Inupiaqg
18 used -- and I think we should speak Inupiag when we need to,

tBat one of us summarize the context of the discussion and any
d0tion taken at the end. And I think that might be .....

21

22 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: That's what the Northwest
BRBctic does, .....

24

25 MR. ITTA: Yeah?

26

27 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... Walter

g8mmarizes .....

29

30 MR. ITTA: Okay.

31

32 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... what they say in
F8upiag and then .....

34

35 MR. ITTA: See? Great minds think alike.

36

37 MR. H. BROWER: Maybe Barbara could summarize
BRat.

39

40 MR. REXFORD: Okay. We'll -- so noted.

41

42 MR. ITTA: Okay. I just wanted to note that.
43

44 MR. REXFORD: There are also services provided
A&re in Barrow, too, that can transcribe word for word .....
46

477 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

48
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6

MR. REXFORD: ..... North Slope Borough Inupiak
History Language Commission do have personnel available to
franslate those (indiscernible, coughing), .....

3

4 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

5

6 MR. REXFORD: ..... if anyone wishes to find
dut what was said word-for-word, so -- but .....

8

9 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: That's another .....

10

11 MR. REXFORD: ..... we'll try and summarize.
12

13 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. That's another thing
that you guys have the option to do. If you guys do want the
tbanscript -- a transcriber here in Inupiag and do a
t6anslations, we can set up somebody to do that .....

17

18 MR. REXFORD: Yeah.

19

20 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... for you here at the
Réeting.

22

23 MR. REXFORD: Yeah.

24

25 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And when you guys do talk

P6kimo, you guys didn't do any motions or do any business.
PHat's what they were asking about when we went to .....
28

29 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

30

31 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... and then all the
B@dtions you .....

33

34 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

35

36 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... guys did were in
Biiglish, and then .....

38

39 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

40

41 MR. ITTA: We'll correct that.

42

43 MR. REXFORD: Any further discussion on the
#idnutes?

45

46 MR. ITTA: Call for gquestion.

47

48 MR. REXFORD: The question's called. All those
49
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7

in favor of approving the minutes of September 20 and 21, 1993,
do so by saying "aye"?

2

3 ALL: Aye.

4

5 MR. REXFORD: Those opposed, same sign? Thank
gou.

7

8 Okay. Our next item is number five, reviewing agenda
8nd/or approval. I do have some opinion and ideas of what's
béfore us here. I would recommend that we table the -- all of
item number six, A, one through four. Under new business, I

tcommend that we table seven A, seven C, and seven D. And I
#%#3uld recommend inserting seven F, Customary and Traditional
Id4sues.

15

16 MR. UPICKSON: What's the rationale behind your
t&commendations, Mr. Chairman? (In Inupiaq).

18

19 MR. REXFORD: Oh, I -- yeah. (In Inupiaq)

20

21 MR. UPICKSON: Okay.

22

23 MR. REXFORD: (In Inupiaq) In summary, Gordon,
@wé'll probably move into executive session to discuss the
2&bling of six —-- item number six and several items under
86éven. We do have some -- these issues are heavily -- what

g8Hould I say? We need to talk them over between ourselves here
28 .....

%8 MR. UPICKSON: I agree.

g% MR. REXFORD: ..... to set our mission as the
B&8gional Council .....

gé MR. UPICKSON: Okay.

gg MR. REXFORD: ..... for our region.

gg MR. UPICKSON: Thank you.

jg MR. ITTA: TI'd move to approve the

#@commendations of Chairman on deleting six in its entirety and
d8leting under seven A, C, and D, and including customary and
44aditional issues as an agenda items. And I so move.

45

46 MR. H. BROWER: Second the motion.

47

48 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Any discussion on the

49
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agenda?

1

2 MR. AVEOGANNA: Mr. Chairman, I call for the
Juestion.

4

5 MR. REXFORD: The question's called. All those
6én favor of approving the agenda, do so by saying "aye"?

7

8 ALL: Aye.

9

10 MR. REXFORD: Those opposed, same sign? Thank
Ydu. Okay.

12

13 MR. ITTA: So now you're onto seven A,
tdstomary and traditional issues?

15

16 MR. REXFORD: No, proposals. I .....
17

18 MR. ITTA: Okay.

19

20 MR. REXFORD: Or recruitment.

21

22 MR. ITTA: Recruitment, yeah. Sorry.
23

24 MR. REXFORD: Seven B.

25

26 MR. ITTA: Okay.

27

28 MR. REXFORD: We have several members that we

A8ed to talk about, and also send a letter or a motion to
38cretary Babbitt. We will have some vacancies in the very
Béar future.

32

33 We do have a letter of resignation, a copy from Mayor
Béorge Ahmaogak. We know that he was one of the members
8&6lected to be on the Regional Advisory Council. So for the

Bécord, we have received -- what is the wish of the Board? We
3¥so have -- whose terms are up this -- well, Margaret -- I
m8an, Barbara.

39

40 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: You have your blue sheets

#hat are in your piles right there, in your paperwork, your
B2ue sheets? You have three seats open.

43

44 MR. REXFORD: That are expiring in '94. Vacant
45 that one left by Mayor George Ahmaogak, Senior, Seat E. The
ébher terms that are up this year are seat G, Edward Itta,
Wdrren Matumeak from Barrow. Both from Barrow. And Seat I is
Z&charias Hugo from Anaktuvuk Pass. I .....

49
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1 MR. H. BROWER: Mr. Chairman?

2

3 MR. REXFORD: Harry?

4

5 MR. H. BROWER: Before we get any further on
this, I've -- for your information, I've sent out some letters
@f -- or copies of the letters of interest to several villages
8n the Slope, to, let's see, Atgasak, Point Hope, and, let's
See, there's three of them that I sent to -- I've got them

¥@itten down here some place. Anyway, they were the three
¥illages that didn't have any representation, and then I sent
tHhose letters to the city clerks in each of the communities for
tBeir information, to pass on to their city council members for
them to review.

15

16 MR. REXFORD: Okay. I know for a fact that we
d7d send correspondence to Point Hope, according to the letter
¥B8itten here by our Mayor George Ahmaogak has recommended to
M®. Pospahala his wishes and hopes that other villages such as
POint Hope would have representation on the Council. And he
ghcouraged to seek a nomination of potential members by the
P3int Hope City Council, so with that I would also send forth
@8r hopes and wishes to Pospahala and also to Secretary Babbitt
£hat Point Hope should be involved in this Council since it is
2he second largest village within our region. I'm sure that
@ther members here wouldn't have an objection to that
2&commendation.

28
29 And we also have three others, Itta, Matumeak, and Hugo
Bhat's going to be -- their terms will be up. I would

gdhcourage Edward Itta to remain a candidate, and hopefully
B&'11l fill .....

33

34 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

35

36 MR. REXFORD: ..... this proposal -- I mean,
BHis expression of (in Inupiaq).

38

39 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman, I move that we

dbcept Mr. Ahmaogak's letter of resignation with regret. We
#wish he could have stayed on the Council, but I move that we
d2cept his letter of resignation so we can go on and encourage
#Be other communities without representation to apply. I move
4hat we accept Mr. Ahmaogak's letter of resignation.

45

46 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

47

48 MR. TAGAROOK: Second that.
49
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10

1 MR. REXFORD: Thank you gentlemen. Any further
discussion on .....

3

4 MR. ITTA: I would call for the question.

5

6 MR. REXFORD: The question's called. All .....
7

8 MR. AVEOGANNA: Mr. Chairman?

9

10 MR. REXFORD: Jim?

11

12 MR. AVEOGANNA: That letter you're talking
dBout is the resignation by Mayor Ahmaogak, since he elected
fér the mayor. I got the copy of that, and no information or
t&sponse from Kaktovik -- I mean, Point Hope. I haven't seen
that letter in response, what Point Hope had to say. What --
¥3u know, they were left out for appointing the -- from the

t8ty council from each village, who they would recommend.
19

20 MR. REXFORD: Uh-huh.

21

22 MR. AVEOGANNA: And that's something that I
A8ed to have a -- I require a copy of also for the record.
24

25 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

26

277 MR. AVEOGANNA: Since we don't have no
d8ternates or anything like that I don't think.

29

30 MR. H. BROWER: Mr. Chairman, if I may?

31

32 MR. REXFORD: Harry?

33

34 MR. H. BROWER: (In Inupiaq)

35

36 MR. AVEOGANNA: Uh-huh.

37

38 MR. H. BROWER: (In Inupiaqg) either to our
B8uncil or to the Federal Subsistence Board. (In Inupiaq)
40

41 MR. AVEOGANNA: But as the local (ph), that we
d48ually have a record of it also for what's -- what is changed

63 what would be anything like that, so that's why we require
86 the Council need to understand about something on the
#8cords, when they send the names of whatever, whoever decide
46 appoint them. That's when they're elected.

47

48 MR. REXFORD: Okay. So noted, Mr. Aveoganna.
49
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11

1 MR. ITTA: Mr. Chairman?

2

3 MR. REXFORD: Edward?

4

5 MR. ITTA: My colleague had a good question.
What dates are our expira- -- do our terms expire, in October?
TWere we appointed in October or .....

8

9 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Your terms .....

10

11 MR. ITTA: ..... is it annually?

12

13 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... expire in August.

14

15 MR. ITTA: In August.

16

17 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

18

19 MR. ITTA: Okay.

20

21 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: August 1994.

22

23 MR. ITTA: Uh-huh.

24

25 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And your applications must
Bé postmarked by April 1st.

27

28 MR. ITTA: Okay.

29

30 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Now, Mr. Itta, if you want

Bd reapply back for your position back, you have to fill out
BRis application again and send it in, and if the Council are
88ying right now that they want to endorse you back, they can
pédt it in a motion and put it in their minutes that .....

35

36 MR. ITTA: Do I get a raise?

37

38 (Laughter)

39

40 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: That's not up to me to say.
41

42 MR. ITTA: Mr. Chairman, (in Inupiag) on that
#8rm, and the other one, do we need -- do we need -- the
désignations were made by the prior -- for villages up here,
#bght, Barbara? 1Is there any reason -- I mean, I know we

46lked about it, why Point Hope wasn't represented. I'd like
43 talk about that just a little bit, and see what we need to
48 to make sure that we give Point Hope representation on here.
49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



12

1 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: The way you can do it is,
Phe way I see it that you can do it, 1is anybody can apply for
Bhese positions. Anybody can apply, and then these

dpplications will come by through these -- through your Council
again.

6

7 MR. ITTA: Okay.

8

9 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And then you guys can like

$8lect who you guys want from each village. You guys will get

td see all these applications, and you guys will know who these
pP2ople are since you guys are a council now. And you guys get

t3 endorse and recommend who you guys want for these positions

thAat are vacant.

15

16 MR. ITTA: Okay.

17

18 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: So you guys will get first

@@bs on who the people are, since you guys know the people in
2He North Slope area.

21

22 MR. ITTA: Yeah. Okay.

23

24 MR. REXFORD: Jim.

25

26 MR. AVEOGANNA: This is real important for me
dflyway for those -- anything that comes up or organized (ph)

£8r this Subsistence Regional Advisory Council, and would you
29 do you have a copy of letter, content, the former Fish and
Bflldlife Management Committee of North Slope Borough, and that
Bdint Hope was not included in our district to start out with,
83 Fish and Wildlife Management Committee of North Slope

B3rough asked to include them, to get them onto our area. So
BAis is something I have got a question for. I guess

Bb. Brower can explain that for the record? (In Inupiaq)

36

37 MR. H. BROWER: Federal -- Mr. Chairman?

38

39 MR. REXFORD: Harry?

40

41 MR. H. BROWER: Federal regulations (in
Idupiaqg) under State .....

43

44 MR. AVEOGANNA: Uh-huh. I know. I understand
d4hat.

46

47 MR. H. BROWER: ..... State regulations. Under

B8deral management, and the boundary has been changed to
49
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



13

include Point Hope.

; MR. AVEOGANNA: Uh-huh.

2 MR. ITTA: To include Point Hope?

Z MR. H. BROWER: Yeah.

g MS. B. ARMSTRONG: 1It's North Slope.

%O MR. H. BROWER: It's already been addressed.
%% MR. ITTA: For 23, our game management unit?
%2 MR. H. BROWER: Yeah. We wanted Point Hope
ifcluded with the North Slope.

%g MR. ITTA: So it's included in the .....

%g MR. H. BROWER: In the Federal regs.

gg MR. ITTA: Okay.

22

23 MR. H. BROWER: Boundary changes (in Inupiaq).
gé MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

gs MR. ITTA: So is it then written formally

88mewhere that Point Hope is to be included with the North
3%0pe Regional Council? Are they represented from the
ROrthwest?

31

32 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: No, they're represented with
33 with the federal -- with federal regulations, they are
Bépresented with North Slope.

35

36 MR. REXFORD: Region 10.

37

38 MR. ITTA: With North Slope.

39

40 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

41

42 MR. ITTA: Okay.

43

44 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

45

46 MR. ITTA: That answers my question.

47

48 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And then there's been some
49
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14

proposals that were close on the boundary with North -- with
Northwest Arctic. They tabled that just to support you guys,
2o see what you guys say. They didn't want -- the Northwest
Brctic didn't want to say .....

4

5 MR. ITTA: Uh-huh.

6

7 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... anything about their
Bunting area, so they were leaving it up to you.

9

10 MR. ITTA: Uh-huh. Okay.

11

12 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: So that will be discussed

#%Ben you guys come back to the proposals, and Mike will discuss
that with you later.

15

16 MR. AVEOGANNA: A question to -- Mr. Chairman-?
17

18 MR. REXFORD: Jim?

19

20 MR. AVEOGANNA': (In Inupiaqg) What power they
Rave?

22

23 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: (In Inupiaq)

24

25 MR. AVEOGANNA: (In Inupiaq) as part of -- in
@6r region?

27

28 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: In -- with the Council, you
m8an?

30

31 MR. AVEOGANNA: (In Inupiaq)

32

33 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Oh, yeah, that's when --
BBat's why this recruitment is open.

35

36 MR. AVEOGANNA: Uh-huh. Okay.

37

38 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: That every village will get

BRese papers, and if you guys want anyone to sign up for
#hese .....

41

42 MR. AVEOGANNA: Uh-huh.

43

44 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... positions that are

épen right now, you ask them to fill this out and send it --
génd it in. And then you guys will be the first ones to look
4% those. (In Inupiaq)

48

49
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15

MR. AVEOGANNA: Right.

1

2 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: (In Inupiaq)

3

4 MR. AVEOGANNA: Right. Yeah. That's good.
%In Inupiaqg) Like for my village, Wainwright, our wvillage,
bcause we don't have -- we just only had a local council,
Zhat's all we have. (In Inupiaq) have IRA (in Inupiaq) .

8

9 MR. TAGAROOK: Mr. Chairman?

10

11 MR. REXFORD: Terry?

12

13 MR. TAGAROOK: Did we approve George's
fésignation yet?

15

16 MR. REXFORD: ©No, we're still on that motion,
Térry.

18

19 MR. UPICKSON: The questions were called for by
M@, Itta.

21

22 MR. REXFORD: The question's -- the question is

2381led. All those in favor of the approval of the resignation
B¢ Mayor George Ahmaogak, do so by saying "aye"?
25

26 ALL: Aye.

27

28 MR. REXFORD: Those opposed? (In Inupiaq)
ZBank you, Gordon.

30

31 I, again, before we leave seven B, I need to send some

833rt of notice through Pospahala to Babbitt, Ahmaogak's
B8commendation. And I am in favor of getting a representative
B4om the second largest village in our region on this Council,
86 encourage those that make the selection to include Point
Bépe to be represented on our regional council.

37

38 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay. Mr. Chairman, if you
®ant, as your coordinator, I can write to the Council at Point
BBpe, and see 1if I can get on the agenda with their Council
#héeting, and go and speak with them, because I can do that for

gau.

43

44 MR. REXFORD: Uh-huh.

45

46 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And see if -- how many

dpplication, even when I'm there, then I can help with the
#8cruitment to see how many and who they would want to sign up
49
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for this position.

1

2 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

3

4 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: If you guys are .....
5

6 MR. REXFORD: Good to know. All right.

7

8 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

9

10 MR. REXFORD: Yeah, we'll take that under
tbnsideration.

12

13 MR. TAGAROOK: Maybe that's the only way
they'll get someone to get on the Board.

15

16 MR REXFORD: Say again, Terry?

17

18 MR. TAGAROOK: I think that's the only way
they'll get someone on board.

20

21 MR. REXFORD: Yeah. Mike?

22

23 MR. LOCKHART: Yes. Mr. Chair, just one last

Péint. You can as a Council, if you know somebody and talk to
£hem on the phone, you can submit it as a nomination their

Aéme, as long as they're willing to serve. The Council can
£3rward the name on the paper, if there's -- you know, to save
P&8me if you needed.

29

30 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Yeah. Okay. (In Inupiaq)
31

32 MR. AVEOGANNA: Yeah. (In Inupiaq) 'Cause
BBis letter for resignation for Mayor Ahmaogak, we didn't know
3% that time when he was -- when he come into our organization,
8hnce he was elected for mayor of the North Slope, and I accept
Bbhat letter of resignation. (In Inupiaqg). So a lot of things
83 take up right now.

38

39 MR. REXFORD: Well, what -- I like Barbara's

48ea to personally meet with the Council since she say that's
dhder the purview with our recommendation to send her to Point
H3pe and recruit and get nominations from Point Hope at the
83ty Council meeting. Would there be an objection to that --
#width that mission?

45

46 MR. TAGAROOK: Unless we have somebody .....
47

48 MR. UPICKSON: I think you should give them
49
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notice to the fact that she would like to attend the --
their .....

2

3 MR. ITTA: The City Council.

4

5 MR. UPICKSON: ..... the next City Council
fleeting, or give them enough time so that the Council can make
d recommendation to her. I concur with the recommendation with

8hat clarification that Point Hope City Council be warned that
8f she could make it down there, that recommendation and
$6meone get on the Council.

11

12 MR. REXFORD: Okay. All right. Adequate
hdtice, I think, and .....

14

15 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

16

17 MR. REXFORD: ..... I see no objection to that
m8ssion there, Barbara.

19

20 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

21

22 MR. REXFORD: Harry will also be talking with

£Bem, too, as well, and I will try to talk to them.
24

25 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

26

277 MR. REXFORD: Harry?

28

29 MR. H. BROWER: For the record, again we've --

$6u know, through our department we've sent letters to the city
Bayor in Point Hope, David Stone, and trying to get response

fZom him. We've had -- we haven't had any luck in getting any
B8sponse. I don't know what's keeping them from getting in a
Pérson in the Council, .....

35

36 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

37

38 MR. H. BROWER: ..... so it might be a good

38ea is what Barbara's recommended there to do, you know.
40

41 MR. REXFORD: Okay. No objection to Barbara's
WZ2ssion to Point Hope to seek a representative on -- from Point
B3pe. Any further discussion on seven B, Recruitment?

44

45 MR. AVEOGANNA: Yes.

46

477 MR. REXFORD: Jim?

48
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MR. AVEOGANNA: When I start getting -- if T
et out of order, Jjust tell me off. Okay. I understand that
fhe terms are up on some of our members just now, right?

3

4 MR. ITTA: In August.
5
6 MR. AVEOGANNA: In August? That's something

Zhat we weren't informed, for me anyway, that there's some
Btarting out with two-years term and all that. That's
Something that is short something to start really for
bflganizing and all that, so, you know, like some of us, they
jlist get on and off they go. We're not going to go anywhere,

%2 better have a full -- some time -- have time enough to what
d8r villages have to say through their representative. (In
Tdupiaq)

15

16 MR. REXFORD: Yeah. They're going to start
3%aggering. They're going to start -- seats that are up this
¥8ar are going to have a three-year term.

19

20 MR. AVEOGANNA: I guess we have like Edward,
¥self, and some others, .....

22

23 MR. REXFORD: Yeah.

24

25 MR. H. BROWER: Are a three-year .....

26

27 MR. AVEOGANNA: ..... we're up in two years
28rm.

29

30 MR. H. BROWER: ..... term or one-year?

31

32 MR. REXFORD: Three years terms. .....

33

34 MR. AVEOGANNA: (In Inupiaq)

35

36 MR. REXFORD: ..... They're all going to be

BHree-year terms? Is that right? They're rotating right now
88 fit into a three-year term? So .....

39

40 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

41

42 MR. REXFORD: ..... (In Inupiaq)
43

44 MR. AVEOGANNA: (In Inupiaq)

45

46 MR. REXFORD: (In Inupiaq)

47

48 MR. AVEOGANNA: (In Inupiaq)
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MR. REXFORD: (In Inupiaq)

MR. AVEOGANNA: Uh-huh.

gadwbdh -

MR. REXFORD: Three year. Each -- every three
6r four seats will have three-year terms, so those that are
gxpiring will be a three-year term is my understanding on
8hese.

9

10 MR. AVEOGANNA: Yeah, that's something that
hinge (ph) in that we contact with the local people like that,
$3 a person knows and all that. They need to know about, see

%Bat's going on instead of, you know, (in Inupiaq), they try to
&ét rid of them. That part, Jjust like Jjust (in Inupiaq)
$bmething like that. I think we all knew that, even though I

kbow it, and what (in Inupiaqg). Unless they got some comment
fZom the -- right from the village people, you know.

18

19 MR. REXFORD: Make them aware that this will be

d0three-year term, and find someone willing to serve all those
Phree years from the communities that are expiring this year is
YRat Jim is saying.

23

24 MR. AVEOGANNA: Edward, (in Inupiaqg). You had
290 years or one year?

26

27 MR. ITTA: One.

28

29 MR. AVEOGANNA: One? Okay. I overlooked that.
30

31 MR. ITTA: Yeah. I had one.

32

33 MR. AVEOGANNA: (In Inupiaq)

34

35 MR. TAGAROOK: Mr. Chairman?

36

37 MR. REXFORD: Terry?

38

39 MR. TAGAROOK: I think that we need to get
#8presentatives from Atgasak and Nuigsut also, as well as Point
Hbpe.

42

43 MR. UPICKSON: I think all villages should be

Aétified that applications are due or must be postmarked by
April 1 for these vacancies that will occur in the Council. A
détter not only to Point Hope, but to all villages, .....

47

48 MR. REXFORD: Right.
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1 MR. UPICKSON: ..... encourage everybody to
dpply. I think that would address your question, Terry.

3

4 MR. TAGAROOK: Okay.

5

o MR. UPICKSON: Also, while we're on this issue,
7 think it would be -- we should write a letter to Zacharias
8dvising him of the fact about missing three meetings in a row
#ith an approved excuse, we'll -- he may be asked to step down

16 that occurs a third time. We'll encourage him to attend our
héxt meeting.

12

13 MR. REXFORD: Okay. So noted, Mr. Upickson.
14

15 MR. AVEOGANNA': (In Inupiaqg) You know what's
&6ing to come up in the near future. They're going to have --

tHey're going to have a voice out in there, because they're not
18cluded as a representative for their village, no
t8presentative, but we'll (in Inupiaq).

20

21 MR. UPICKSON: Yeah. On that, I think this
BBard will even out, like I said, we should recommend -- I
?8commend that a letter be sent to .....

24

25 MR. REXFORD: Uh-huh. Right.

26

27 MR. UPICKSON: ..... all village councils

?28garding the up-coming vacancy. And along with it, I think
2Be representation on this Regional Council will even out.
30

31 MR. AVEOGANNA: You're right. You're right.
BR-huh. (In Inupiaqg) Excuse me, Mr. Chairman?

33

34 MR. REXFORD: Uh-huh.

35

36 MR. AVEOGANNA': (In Inupiaqg) You know, that
8¥eature that cut -- they're all going to be required anyway.
38n Inupiaqg) Like how the Borough government was come up to,
3%so. Remember that we got the -- we're trying to work things
40t to get some -- each village representing as a -- in their
érganization like assemblyman. (In Inupiaqg) That's how the
BZand (ph) Commission was trying to do before. (In Inupiaq)

3 villages out of what that had to say. They're the boss.
AAd then (in Inupiaq).

45

46 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Jim. Any
filrther discussion on item seven B, Recruitment? I think the
48sues are clearly defined and also noted down about what we
49
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need to do, or what needs to be done to get representation from
411 the villages on our Council.

2

3 If there are no further discussion on seven B, I would
#4ecommend a recess at this time.

5

o MR. ITTA: All right.

7

8 MR. REXFORD: Have a little caucus among
Burselves here real quick. I don't know, we can either recess
bt move into executive session, either way.

11

12 MR. ITTA: I think we -- I'd follow your

t8commendation on you asking for a recess here for a period of
tdme.

15

16 MR. H. BROWER: (In Inupiaq)

17

18 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

19

20 MR. H. BROWER: (In Inupiaq)

21

22 MR. REXFORD: Okay. We'll try that. Okay.
Z?Be Chair entertains a motion to recess.

24

25 MR. AVEOGANNA: Was that a motion for recess?
26

27 MR. ITTA: Yeah.

28

29 MR. AVEOGANNA: Yeah. I second .....

30

31 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

32

33 MR. AVEOGANNA: ..... Edward's request.

34

35 MR. ITTA: Okay. Perhaps -- Mr. Chairman?

36

37 MR. REXFORD: Edward?

38

39 MR. ITTA: I'd like to -- I was looking in our
éharter, Barbara, and I think this one is directed to you and
Bhaybe some of our staff people can help us. There's nothing

4Bat states in our charter regarding executive sessions, or
48st meetings by the Board itself. I know we declared publicly
44d made notices that this was going to be a public meeting.
What provisions do we have to go into executive session?

46

47 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I think the thing that you
£811low is that -- where's that little booklet that you have?
49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



22

The other thing that you can do is that this is up for
tecommendations. You guys can make recommendations now to make
gome changes on this charter, and is it for this year, Mike,
Bhe recommendations for this charter, changing of this charter
4s for this year?

Z MR. LOCKHART: Right.

g MS. B. ARMSTRONG: You guys can do it at this
fime or within -- by next December, '95.

%2 MR. LOCKHART: I think .....

%g MS. B. ARMSTRONG: But this charter can be

thanged every two years, and it's by your recommendation.
15

16 MR. LOCKHART: I think they're going to talk
albout the charter again in April though, .....

%g MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

gg MR. LOCKHART: ..... as well?

g% MS. B. ARMSTRONG: That's the other thing that

2% you guys are tabling it, then this is also going to be
dhscussed in Anchorage with the chairs when they have their
Réeting, and then that will -- I think it will be transcribed
2@ where all the other council members will get copies of those
m8etings in Anchorage. Am I correct in that?

29

30 MR. LOCKHART: I'm not sure about how we're
gbing to handle it in terms of the chair, co-chair meetings.

32

33 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

34

35 MR. LOCKHART: I don't know if that will
B6anscribed, but certainly all the -- what we need to do is

dévelop an agenda and there needs to be a time when they just
®8rk together, but .....

39

40 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

41

42 MR. LOCKHART: ..... the other things that they

w3nt to talk about in terms of like the charter or the
éperations manual or stuff like that, we need to set an agenda
4hd put some items on there that we talk about. And then if
4bhere's things that you develop, then bring them with you to
&lle meeting.

48
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MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. So, all right, now
it's safe for you guys to go on recess and then caucus amongst
Yourself if you need to.

3

4 MR. ITTA: Question.

5

6 MR. REXFORD: Question's called. All in favor
@f moving into recess, do so by saying "aye"?

8

9 ALL: Aye.

10

11 MR. REXFORD: Those opposed, same sign? Thank
¥ou.

13

14 (Off record) 10:00 A.M.
15

16 (On record) 11:10 A.M.
17

18 MR. REXFORD: 1I'll call the meeting back to

bPder at this time. Before we get onto our agenda, I'd like to
?28cognize some people, maybe make their own introductions,
Phose that are in attendance. I'll first introduce Terry
Z?agarook from Wainwright, Gordon Upickson from Point Lay,
Pdward Itta from Barrow. On my right is Harry Brower, Junior,
£4om Barrow, and Jim Aveoganna from Wainwright. And I'm Fenton
Réxford from Kaktovik. If maybe we could start in the back and
26troduce our .....

27

28 MS. REYNOLDS: Here?

29

30 MR. REXFORD: Yeah. Thank you.

31

32 MS. REYNOLDS: I'm Patricia Reynolds from the
B3S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Arctic National Wildlife
Béfuge.

35

36 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Patricia, thank you.
37

38 MR. CARROLL: I'm Goeff Carroll with Alaska
B9%sh and Game in Barrow.

40

41 MR. KURTH: I'm Jim Kurth. I'm the Deputy

A8sistant Regional Director for the Fish and Wildlife Service
88bsistence Office in Anchorage.

44

45 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Thank you.

46

47 MR. ULVI: Steve Ulvi, subsistence manager with
G8tes of the Arctic National Park.

49
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1 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Ma'am?

2

3 MS. LARREKAS: Dimitra Larrekas. I'm with the
Arctic Sounder.

5

6 MS. EVERETT: I'm Janelle Everett. I'm with
KBRW

8

9 MR. ITTA: Who? Just kidding. Just kidding.
10

11 (Laughter)

12

13 MR. REXFORD: Barbara?

14

15 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Helen Armstrong. I'm with
the Subsistence Office in Anchorage.

17

18 MR. GUENTHER: Conrad Guenther, I'm a biologist
%9th the Subsistence Office in Anchorage.

20

21 MS. EDWARDS: Terri Edwards with the
3dbsistence Office in Anchorage.

23

24 MR. LOCKHART: Mike Lockhart, Subsistence
@bfice, Anchorage.

26

277 MS. DOWNING: Meredith Downing with R & R Court
R8porters in Anchorage.

29

30 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

31

32 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I'm Barbara Armstrong, the
B&8gional Coordinator for Arctic Region.

34

35 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Thank you. At this time
%6 .....

37

38 MR. AVEOGANNA: Mr. Chairman, one missing
B&rson here.

40

41 MR. REXFORD: Oh, Warren will be with us
pdssibly this afternoon, and our remaining -- or we had a

#8signation from George Ahmaogak. As you all know, he was
édected the mayor, so he's got more important duties to attend
85, so .....

46

47 What is the wish of the Council at this time on -- ?
M&ybe before we begin to give the reasons why we have tabled
49
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several items on the agenda, primarily all of the items under
$ix A, one through four, and some items under seven:

@perations manual, the charter, and the annual report were
Babled until we could as regions of Alaska meet in Anchorage
4nd hear the missions and goals of our councils, and the
Working relationships, and also the powers and duties of the
Bubsistence Council all in one meeting there with other regions
dnd chairmens in Anchorage before the Federal Subsistence Board

Beet. So if anyone want to further clarify that reason why we
Were tabling those issues? Edward?

10

11 MR. ITTA: I'd just -- Mr. Chairman, if I

¢duld, I'll just add that those of us who are members like --
dpparently like a lot of other regions, don't really have a
tdear definition of what our role and responsibilities really
dbe, and the interaction between the agency, the lead agency we
wérk with, plus other agencies, both in the State and local,
afld we all were concerned that maybe we were hearing different
d&finitions by region on just what our role and
t8sponsibilities are, and we're of the opinion that it would
B8hoove everybody to hear from one source, all regions hearing
from one source, and the meeting's in April. The regional
B2eting of all advisory council chairs in the region meeting in
RBril in Anchorage, so that we have an opportunity then to as a
g#oup talk with the powers that be on understanding our roles
ahd our responsibilities as subsistence regional advisory
2éuncil members. So I just wanted to add that for
2Jlarification that we as a Council discussed that and support
£Bat, so we're unanimously in approval of tabling these issues
AAtil we hear what other regions have to say, as well as the
3gencies we deal with. Koyanuk (ph), Mr. Chairman.

31

32 MR. REXFORD: That's right, Mr. Itta. I know
®8 have some important issues in front of us. We have
P#Zoposals, and we also have an item F we have added onto our
denda, customary and traditional issues, and other businesses
86 take up later this afternoon. I know we have some folks
BHat are here to discuss the proposals, and we also have a
géntleman coming in for BLM to explain Proposal 68, Mike?

39

40 MR. LOCKHART: Yeah, Mr. Chair, it's your
pleasure. I mean, that's something that we wanted to talk
dPout and see -- get a feeling from you on how you wanted to

B3ndle the meeting, and if you wanted to accommodate the BLM's
dAdterest in coming in either late this evening or first thing
4bmorrow morning to address this Proposal 68.

46

477 MR. REXFORD: Well, the chair recommends we
é8ntinue with our agenda at 1:30 to start discussing proposals,
49
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and if we come to the point of Proposal 68, we will have them
t- give them an opportunity to comment on that, and if the

Board -- or the Council sees no problem with the proposal,
Baybe we'll take it up at that time, but we are aware that they
dre coming in at 5:00 o'clock or ..... ?

5

6 MR. LOCKHART: Well, I have -- Mr. Chair, I
Have to get back with them and let them know .....

8

9 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

10

11 MR. LOCKHART: ..... what your decision is. If

32 then we'll try to have somebody here by five, but I need to
&8t ahold of them right now to let them .....

%é MR. ITTA: (In Inupiaq)

%g MR. REXFORD: (In Inupiaq)

%g MS. B. ARMSTRONG: (In Inupiaq)

gg MR. REXFORD: Okay. We'll definitely probably

22 I shouldn't say "definitely probably," but we'll try to
£3nish our business today, and if we see that we need to
2éntinue tomorrow, we'll do so. Any other discussion before
@8 .....

26

277 MR. UPICKSON: We're scheduled to meet today
4a8d tomorrow, and I recommend that any further discussions on
28y issue be -- we'll be able to discuss then tomorrow. We're

86heduled for today and tomorrow, so leave that open so that
8¥erybody can bring up any issues that they want tomorrow.
32

33 MR. ITTA: Yeah.

34

35 MR. REXFORD: Edward?

36

37 MR. ITTA: I support that. I think we should
B88ble -- I mean, go ahead and accommodate BLM, for -- if we

da4n't get them this afternoon, tomorrow morning to finish up.
40

41 MR. TAGAROOK: And, Mr. Chairman, also have
piblic input that wants to come in and speak.

43

44 MR. REXFORD: Right. Okay. (In Inupiaq)
45

46 MR. ITTA: 1:30. (In Inupiaq)

47

48 MR. REXFORD: Okay. 1:30 (In Inupiaqg). At
49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



27

this time the Chair entertains a recess until 1:30 to .....

1

2 MR. ITTA: So move.

3

4 MR. REXFORD: ..... discuss proposals.

5

6 MR. ITTA: I so move. Ask for unanimous.

7

8 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman, I move that we
8djourn until .....

10

11 MR. REXFORD: Recess.

12

13 MR. UPICKSON: ..... 1:30 so we can address
p#oposals.

15

16 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Any objections to
t&convening at 1:307?

18

19 MR. AVEOGANNA: I call the question.

20

21 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Hearing no objections,
@w@&'ll reconvene at 1:30. Thank you.

23

24 (Off record) 11:20 A.M.
25

26 (On record) 1:30 P.M.
27

28 MR. REXFORD: Okay. I'll call the meeting back
26 order -- North Slope Subsistence Regional Advisory Council

Blck to order. We were down to item seven E before our lunch
Bécess, so I know there were some correspondence regarding some
BZoposals that were deleted or wanted to be put off these
PBoposals from my understanding. Can anyone in the staff
84mmarize that real quick so we can pull those out?

35

36 MR. LOCKHART: Oh, Mr. Chair, yeah. There's a
Bdte on the table here about the BLM proposal, is that what
$8u're talking about, the ..... ?

39

40 MR. REXFORD: No, there was -- I think there
wére some proposals from the State Department .....

42

43 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: He's talking about the .....
44

45 MR. REXFORD: ..... that were pulled out?

46

477 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... State proposals.

48
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MR. LOCKHART: Right. They're already out of

the book

2

3 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: They're already out.

4

5 MR. LOCKHART: The only thing that's .....

6

7 MR. REXFORD: Oh, they're already out of this
Book?

9

10 MR. LOCKHART: ..... in the book is what we
méed to go through, yes, sir.

12

13 MR. REXFORD: So -- okay. So there's nothing
#%é need to pull out at this time then?

15

16 MR. LOCKHART: No. No.

17

18 MR. REXFORD: Some correspondences that were
passed back and forth.

20

21 MR. LOCKHART: The only thing, Mr. Chair, that

22d add is that Proposal 64 is loose leaf you have, it's not in
2Bat book, but it's up on the table. We also need to discuss
2Bat one.

25

26 MR. REXFORD: Proposal 647

27

28 MR. LOCKHART: Yes, sir.

29

30 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: It should be on your -- with
$odur pile I guess.

32

33 MR. REXFORD: Is it in this packet?

34

35 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: No, it's by itself.

36

37 MR. REXFORD: Oh, okay.

38

39 MR. LOCKHART: Mr. Chair?

40

41 MR. REXFORD: Yes, Mike?

42

43 MR. LOCKHART: If I could offer a suggestion,

4here's different ways in which these proposals relate to each
éther.

46

477 MR. REXFORD: Yes.

48
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MR. LOCKHART: And at your pleasure, it might
be more orderly and quicker if we take them in a different
grder. And I'd suggest that maybe we look at -- address 64
Birst, and then 82, and then 83 and 81, which are together, and
#hen we can go down from there. But put these statewide
proposals, number one and two, towards the end of the meeting.
6That way we can address the ones that are of regional concern
First. And that seems to be working better at some of the
8ther council meetings to do it that way. Just as a

Suggestion.

10

11 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Then I guess we'll just --
#2'11 go ahead and proceed that way then, Mike, if you want to

t3 are you going to -- are you and Helen going to be presenting
this?

15

16 MR. LOCKHART: Yes, sir. There's several of us

tHat are going to tag team on this, and we'll try to cover the
p8oposals as far as our analysis.

19

20 First of all, if you will, I'd maybe like to just talk
dbout the schedule in this process for the regulations that
@2're going through and where we are. If you don't mind, I'd
2d8ke about five minutes doing that. And also, Mr. Chair, I'd
24ke to get a feel from you. We've been kind of -- each one of

£he councils is a little different in how they want to conduct
2heir business with the proposals, so, you know, it's really at
Ydur pleasure on how you would like to address them. Some
?28gions have asked us to actually read the proposal and then go
28to pretty good depth. Our inclination here is to just
S80mmarize briefly the parts of the proposal, and to let you ask
Ghestions, since you've had this booklet in your hand for a
23ng time, you probably are better prepared to respond to the
PBoposals than some of the councils were, because of the
S8Borter time periods. And, you know, with question on how you
®#b6uld hope to proceed, if you want to involve -- provide
8pportunities for public comment, when you want to do that,
what other agencies might comment, that's totally up to you on
B8w you want to do that. We can offer some suggestions or you
B8y have some ideas in mind.

40

41 MR. REXFORD: (In Inupiaq)

42

43 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: The other way —-- you guys
BAdve options in working that. (In Inupiaqg) ©None of you have?
46kay. The procedure, I know I've never worked with you guys
ébther on the advisory committee's position. There's ways that
¢3du can do it. You guys can say the proposal number and then

w8tion to accept it and then have the presentation from Conrad
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or who is presenting it. Or the other way you can do it is
just say the proposal and then let them present it to you, give
2- get —-- let them give the information to you, and then you
guys ask questions about the proposal. Then after that, after
gou guys have that discussion, then you guys either can motion
Bo support it, motion to oppose it, or motion to amend. You
6an do those three with each of these proposals. And you guys
Have the right to take your time in reading through the
8nformation that you have from these booklets that you have on
8ach proposal. And this is all up to you, and either way you
&lys want to do it. (In Inupiaq)

11 MR. REXFORD: Okay. We'll proceed at this
hanner. We'll hear from the staff, and then we'll make the
d8cision on each proposal after.

14

15 MR. LOCKHART: Okay. Mr. Chair, just before we
&ét into the proposals, and I'll start with Proposal 64, .....
17

18 MR. REXFORD: Okay.
19
20 MR. LOCKHART: ..... we just wanted to very

Btiefly again go over the process for how these proposals came
dbout and how they'll be taken up, and how the Board will
ARtimately act on them in April.

24

25 As you know, the proposed rule was sent out at
3éptember 2nd, for which there was a public comment period that
@wds the vehicle for the response in developing these proposals.
28he public comment period for the proposal booklet ended
January 1l4th. Regional council meetings are going on right
BOw.

31

32 The interagency staff committee meeting will occur the
®#8ek of March 15. And they formulate a recommendation that
Gdes to the Federal Subsistence Board which is independent of
Bhe Council's recommendations. Your recommendations will
Bémain intact and will go before the Board that way. The staff
ddmmittee will examine the information that you provide to us
38 making their recommendation to the Federal Subsistence Board
38 well. And it's important to note here that if you look at
#hBe analyses that we have in these booklets, they have a big
Bdraft" stamp on the part where you have staff analysis. This
é2ement of the Council input is a very important process in the
é8olution of the positions of the staff on what these will

d4timately be recommend -- the recommendations that will go
B&fore the Board.

46

47 So these analyses here no way constitute a final

d8cument. We're seeking additional input from the councils in
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coming up with a final analysis that will be presented to the
$taff committee and ultimately to the Board.

2

3 The Board meeting is the week of April 11th through the
45th. They will -- the basis of that meeting will be the
8etermination for how the final rule will come out, and that
will be published hopefully in the final -- in the Federal
Register, which is the legal mechanism for implementing the
B8egulations for the Federal Subsistence Program, and that
Bopefully the latter part of the May, and the implementation of
the rule will occur hopefully on July 1lst, 1994.

11

12 So are there any questions at this point about any of
tBat, or any -- Jim, do you want to offer any additional
$d4ggestions or anything?

15

16 MR. KRUTH: No.

17

18 MR. LOCKHART: Okay. Any questions?

19

20 MR. REXFORD: Any questions from the Council?
Rbne, Mike.

22

23 MR. LOCKHART: Okay. I'll go right into

P#4oposal 64 then, and Proposal 64 is by the Alaska Department
35 Fish and Game to modify a portion of Unit 23 which is again
26 Region Ten, to modify the description for a hunt area to
2d7low taking of moose during a July season. The existing
£8deral subsistence season allows for taking moose in July.

29

30 This past year, there was a State selection process
where there was about 60% of the lands in that area were
82iginal lands, and the federal subsistence regulations applied
83. Now there's probably less than 10% off that area is
84vered by federal lands.

35

36 So the State not -- the State does not currently allow
37 provide for a July season, and they wanted to recommend an
3d8ternative boundary description that would limit some of the
88nfusion on where you could and couldn't hunt moose in July.
Afid on that paper, if you look a the figure one, the map, this
4% just a portion of Unit 23, but it's the portion that covers
#Hat. And what they're -- in essence, what the State wanted to
48 was redefine the description of the area to where -- it
édrrently exists at Kivalina River drainage, north, the area
Abrth and west, that federal subsistence would be open. The
8tate has recommended that we modify that to Ogotoruk Creek,
4He areas north and west of Ogotoruk Creek. And their
#8tionale for that was that it would be more -- it would be
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more in alignment with the existing federal lands.

1

2 Now, in our staff analysis we identified several
@oncerns related to this. First of all, Ogotoruk Creek, and
éxcuse me if the pronunciation is bad, but that it divides part
6f the federal lands. And again if you look at the map, you'll
gee that the federal lands are the ones that are shaded dark,
dnd the ones that are shaded with the dotted a lighter shade of
§rey. Those are the only federal lands that remain in Unit 23.
9But Ogotoruk Creek bisects a part of those federal lands,
%¥hich would make them -- if we adopted this proposal, it would
thdke those lands unavailable for hunting for moose in July for
tBe people of Point Hope.

13

14 Consequently, our staff has recommended that we modify
the language so that there's no confusion on whether or not the
féderal public lands that exist there, whether we would still
pr¥ovide that opportunity. So if you look on that page, on the
t8nclusions part, you can see down at the bottom there we're
h8king a recommendation and a change of language. About the
PRird paragraph down where it's indented and says, "Unit 23"?
®Wé're recommending that the language be modified so that it
8dys, "That portion north and west of, and including the
83ngoalik River drainage, and all lands draining into the
Rdkpuk and Ipewik Rivers." And essentially what that would do
25 allow moose hunting in July on all those shaded lands.

26

27 The other thing that we're recommending is that we
bP8lieve that the -- this land selection has significantly
28duced the subsistence opportunity for the people of Point
BBpe, so we're recommending that a proposal be forwarded to the
State Board of Game to modify their seasons to allow July
Bénting in that area as well.

33

34 And basically that concludes the part of our analysis.
3We'll take any questions.

36

37 Oh, I'm sorry, let me just point out that Region Eight
38 Kotzebue last week, they elected to just -- since some of
BBe lands are involved in their region, they elected to —-- they

#8de a recommendation that they would go along with anything
#hat this region recommends to the Federal Subsistence Board,
83 they wanted to be clear that they would support your
d8cision.

44

45 MR. REXFORD: (In Inupiaq)

46

477 MR. ITTA: What's the current State of Alaska's
B8nting dates, open season?

49
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1 MR. LOCKHART: I believe theirs starts in
Rugust, but they do not allow for taking in July. Let me look
Bhat up here real quick.

4

5 MR. ITTA: The reason why I ask that is you --
6n the conclusion portion of your analysis that the following
Paragraph of the one you quoted, that hunters making use of
8his opportunity will run the risk of violating State hunting
Pegs, because it's difficult to distinguish between State and

Féderal land. What -- can you expound on that a little bit,
jhst ..... ?

12

13 MR. LOCKHART: Yes, sir, I can. The State
$éason opens August lst. Let me make sure of that. Let me --
'%he remainder of 23 --" Yes, sir. It's one moose, no person

théy take a cow accompanied by a calf, but it open August 1lst
iistead of July 1lst.

18

19 MR. TAGAROOK: That's the State season?
20

21 MR. LOCKHART: That's the State. And the

BZoblem is that although we would provide an opportunity on
£8deral lands in July, the problem is there's so few federal
24nds any more that it's going to be difficult for the hunters
2h those areas to know exactly where they are. And our
2ébncern, of course, i1s that this action of the State selections
Rds really reduced the opportunities for people of Point Hope
£8 take moose in July.

29

30 MR. TAGAROOK: Mike, I have a question. Do the
Bésidents of Point Hope and Kivalina, are these aware of these
BZoposed changes?

33

34 MR. LOCKHART: I can't answer that for sure. I
B&an, we have had no public comments. We provided an
8pportunity for the public to comment on these proposals. We
B3dve seen none from any of those communities regarding that.
38, again, the Council is the real forum that's hoped to get
BRat kind of interchange through, and down at the Kotzebue
#H8eting, there was no public discussion about that as well, so
4t's hard for us to assess whether they really know what the
édnsequences of these actions really are.

43

44 MR. TAGAROOK: Have you sent any media to those
ébmmunities concerning the things?

46

477 MR. LOCKHART: Only we have -- we have a

#h&8iling list that the proposal booklets went out that's pretty
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extensive, and unquestionably the people in Point Hope are
dware, or they've had this material before them, but we have
Aot had much of a response. Any response actually.

3

4 The thing, again, this is a proposal by the State to
Bhange the definition. There is -- the existing regulation
provides for a federal hunt in July right now, but the lands
dre so reduced that it becomes a problem.

8
9 MR. ITTA: The -- one more question,
M#. Chairman. You're -- that same paragraph where at the tail

éhd there you say that you suggest that the Federal Subsistence
B3ard submit the following proposals, one and two, to Alaska

B3ard of Game and ADF&G. Who -- if we took action on this, do
#%#é need another action to have the Federal Subsistence Board
kbow our -- that we support that recommendation, or how would
that work?

17

18 MR. LOCKHART: That's probably one of the

tRBings that I didn't really clearly talk about. I think it's
¥8ry important for you to characterize what you want, you know,
£he -- how you want to act on a specific proposal, and the
23tionale for why you want to do that. It's important that
PBat gets into the record so the Board clearly understands.
RAd if you want to make that recommendation that you support
28, I think it's appropriate to put that on the record.

26

27 MR. ITTA: Okay.

28

29 MR. LOCKHART: The question before you is the
ploposal. The proposal is to change the existing boundary, and

Bhen you'll act on that. Any other actions that you would want
82 take subsequent to that are, I think, appropriate.
33

34 MR. REXFORD: Barbara?

35

36 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Mr. Chair. Did Geoff say
BHat he was going to be here, or is he going to miss part of
BHis meeting or ..... ?

39

40 MR. ITTA: He's going to miss a couple hours.
41

42 MR. REXFORD: Yeah, he was going to be out for
d43couple of hours, so .....

44

45 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: A couple hours.

46

477 MR. TAGAROOK: Who, Geoff?

48

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



35

MR. REXFORD: Yeah.
1
2 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Maybe since this is a Fish
3dnd Game proposal, maybe we can wait until Geoff gets back,
He'll be here, so he can discuss .....

5

o MR. LOCKHART: Oh, I thought he was here.

7

8 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: So .....

9

10 MR. LOCKHART: I'm sorry.

11

12 MR. REXFORD: Charlie.

13

14 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: See, they would easier
hhder- -- easier to understand, Geoff with them to discuss this
p6oposal.

17

18 MR. LOCKHART: I think that's probably good.
19

20 MR. C. BROWER: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman.
Zhank you.

22

23 MR. REXFORD: Uh-huh.

24

25 MR. C. BROWER: I work -- my name is Charlie
Béower, I work for the North Slope Borough Fish and Game
M@nagement Committee. I've worked with people from Point Hope

8 trying to get some kind of a proposal or a request from
2Bem, and I support this proposal from ADF&G on the change of
Bbundaries for them to hunt moose. I've worked with them for
dbout ten years, and their concern always has been when the
BAose were within range, there was no hunting season. Now,
®3th this, with the interest that has been brought to here,
BAeir hunt can now take place when the moose are available
®hthin their range, 'cause when previously all the concerns
Bbhat I heard were when the moose season open, there was no more
Bdose. And with this, I see they have more chance of
B8rvesting moose now. And I just wanted to support what ADF&G
38 trying to do on this proposal.

40

41 The only question I have 1s on your -- what is 1% total
édible pounds of harvest with 0-4 moose taken annually? Is
4Bat much moose taken or something?

44

45 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: 1I've got those and plenty
Hoére.

47

48 MR. LOCKHART: All right.
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1 MR. C. BROWER: I know that's a lot of pounds
Por a moose, and 1% of a harvest 1is edible?

3

4 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: It means 1% of all the

pounds harvested of everything, only 1% of everything, that's
6aribou, moose, you know, seal, everything, is only 1% comes
from moose. And that's of edible moose.

8

9 Now, I have to say though that this -- where this
ififormation came from is old, and that they're .....

11

12 MR. C. BROWER: Uh-huh.

13

14 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... probably getting more

hdose now I think, because the moose population is growing.
Afd this is all the information we have. I think it's probably
da71ittle bit suspect on whether it's totally accurately, too,
b8t anyway, the point is, is that the numbers that they've
t@ken, that that -- that study was from 19- -- I think it was
fPom 1962 to 1982. That was -- they weren't getting more than
fbur moose a year in Point Hope. Now, I think since then they
PZobably are getting more.

23

24 MR. C. BROWER: They have.

25

26 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. Do you have any idea
BRdw many?

28

29 MR. C. BROWER: ©No, I haven't. I don't have
B8hat .....

31

32 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: But it -- but I didn't have
BBose numbers.

34

35 MR. C. BROWER: All right. And another
GGestion I had was on what Mr. Itta stated earlier on the risk
8% violating State hunting, because it's difficult to which is
38ate and Federal land.

39

40 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

41

42 MR. C. BROWER: I guess we're going to have to

43 or have some of these biologists go up and mark federal and

d8ate on both sides of the land, so they don't have to wait so

46ng for them to cross into federal land from state land. So,

g6u know, I just want to state that.

47

48 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I think the other thing they
49
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brought up was the drainages. Mike can explain, that with the
Northwest Arctic they were asking about the drainages, and that
Way you won't be on this side and see a moose over here,
Because you can't get it, it's on a different wave, it was
éxplained at the Northwest Arctic, and Mike will explain that,
Boo.

7 MR. C. BROWER: That's what I was trying

10 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Oh, okay.

12 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah, like the moose during
hinting season might be on State land and not move a bit until
héxt month and move to the federal land.

15

16 MR. REXFORD: Thank you, Charlie.

17

18 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Smart moose.

19

20 MR. REXFORD: We've got smart moose around
Rére. Jim?

22

23 MR. AVEOGANNA: Charlie? (In Inupiaqg) I'm
géing to say a little bit in my language here, and talk to
¢harlie here. (In Inupiaqg) All animals are.

26

27 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah.

28

29 MR. AVEOGANNA: There's quite a bit of changes
3 the -- what -- how it is around the area. It's so different
Bhan down at Kotzebue area and everywhere else. Our lands were

d2fferent and where the animal goes on them, they know where to
g3 for the feeding area and all that stuff. So all these says
®¥é've never have any moose at my home village where I was
Badised, but very few. We got them, they come right up to, one
Béme, right up -- right up to our village. And most of this
B@dose, they go some place else, and they live on the Tokvillage
3ph), most of all these areas, and they're going to go down
E8wer. But now everything start going, airplanes, engines that
w8re on the land. The moose so much and -- that the animals
41ke moose come down out of other place where they know where
#He land is. All these animals we -- what we have all these
B8re, they know the land. So what I mentioned, so different
#han that Kotzebue or Kivalina. Ours is just open country
dbound here. The North Slope. We've got very few hills up in
#he Brooks Range, on rivers a little bit. Not enough feed for
#Hle moose and all that stuff. $So that's something that we have
48 give them -- propose whatever we need to say about the right
49
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time of our open season. That sooner or later, I wouldn't be
urprised at all that there's going to be moose around
Wainwright. That's where I come from. That's how the animals
d8re. Change of land. That really hurts our animals all these
fears. 'Cause every animal knows exactly where they can go
When they migrate somewhere around the areas in our area
ényway. And they don't go through there no more.

7

8 Like for instance, just now at Wainwright, no caribou,
9ust very few. And now you've got to travel quite a ways to
kflow where they are, but not like before right with the
¥illage. No longer any caribous as has been -- like we used to
hdve before. Which means that we have to talk to our people,
d8d what the law says and all that, and tell them not to waste
ddy, what we've been doing, not to waste any of those, what we
h&ve, just what a person use as a subsistence user, that's how

%6 -- I would talk to the people that comes to me, you know,
tHat's so they know.

18

19 Just something that I think of is something we have to
£nd out, talk things over together and understand each other,
ahd tell them, you know, maybe just right where -- where the

¥21lages are, what region they're on, and then that way it
@w8uld work better, because we live on them, Eskimos, anybody
Phat's out living in the area, we live on like you guys live on

2bwer 48 and anywhere else. There's a real difference. So
2his is going to be -- for me, it's going to be a long-term
Planning where if I found -- disallow (ph) there, unless they

@w8nt to change, leave it alone, maybe just like for a way of
292ving. This way. This 1s very important life we're living on
34st now, so we've got to quite -- learn about, see how the
pPéople they were -- what we've been going through, the State
22w and now on the federal. The use of land. That's -- we
A8ver had the same animals all the time. They migrate some and
BAey turn around and go some place else where the other
$hllages are. That's how we live. You never know -- never
Rhow when we have to hunt as a subsistence user, when we hunt
®#& thought there was no problem, because we don't run out of
38sh and long as they reach (ph) but for having snow machine,
BPavelling, it gives us a certain method and means.

40

41 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

ig MR. UPICKSON: I have a question.

jé MR. REXFORD: Gordon?

35 MR. UPICKSON: For Helen. When the Department

#hé8de the staff analysis, the figure that you use, less than 1%
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of total, that part, okay? You admitted that those were old
figures, and we know in fact that moose in that area generally
Rave increased over the past few years. And how old is your --
Bhis 1% of total edible harvest? Is this ten years old when
#here was in fact no moose back then?

5

6 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: It's .....

7

8 MR. UPICKSON: And how did your staff analysis

9- how was it affected by this figure that you used?
10

11 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: It was about 12 years old.
ARd .....

13

14 MR. UPICKSON: Okay. And then how did -- how
dbes that 12-year old figure that you used affect your staff
dhalysis?

17

18 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, I guess even though
tBere haven't been any studies done recently in Point Hope on
RBw much people have been harvesting, I think it's common -- I

Béan, I knew that moose were increasing in population and that
P2ople were getting more moose, and we know that from some of
P£Be other villages, and so even though I don't know that, I
dén't have scientific proof of that, it -- I know that -- I
Rhow that it is increasing. And I'm not sure it's all that --
26don't think it makes that much of a difference in what our
2dnclusions are.

28

29 MR. UPICKSON: It has no bearing on your
dflalysis. This has no bearing .....

31

32 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: No.

33

34 MR. UPICKSON: ..... on your analysis, the
Bhgure that you used?

36

37 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Not really.

38

39 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman, this proposed
#8gulation change was made by -- in response to request from
BPbint Hope residents to harvest moose during the summer. I
d2cept their concern. They -- when they go out they want to --
4Bey'd like to get a moose.

44

45 MR. REXFORD: Just before we recessed for

46nch, Geoff mentioned that he was going to be out for a couple
6% hours, so I would be inclined to act on this proposal until
w8 hear from Geoff, .....

49
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1 MR. UPICKSON: Okay.

2

3 MR. REXFORD: ..... perhaps maybe by 3:00
é'clock or so he may be back, so we could -- are you done with
bhis, Mike?

6

7 MR. LOCKHART: There's just a couple more
points that maybe expanding a little bit on what Gordon was
Saying. Our -- we believe that the use there is a legitimate
fiBe, that .....

11

12 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

13

14 MR. LOCKHART: ..... it's not a significant

lbpact on the moose, so we want to permit continued use of
théose in July. It's the time when the Point Hope people take
hdose.

18

19 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. Yeah.

20

21 MR. LOCKHART: The problem is, is that with the

228nd selections now, the opportunity is drastically reduced for
2Bem to do that legally.

24

25 The other thing that maybe Barbara was talking about a
26ttle earlier, there was some concern by Jim Dau of Alaska
P@partment of Fish and Game that we identify the boundaries to
28iclude drainages, and not just rivers, so that the whole
dPainage would be open. And we did that, and we might want to
p68fine this. And we can certainly do that in looking at it.
Bt the intent is to just make sure that the definition
RAcludes all those lands that are identified on this map, the
3Baded areas, the federal lands, so that moose hunting on those
34nds would be allowed in July.

35

36 And then our joint recommendation is to go to the State
3fld recommend that they modify their season to allow July
B&8rvest for these people. And that, by the way, and correct
B8, Barbara, if I'm wrong, I think Jim Dau also acknowledged

#hat that was a concern, that they were going to -- he was
§bing to submit a proposal to the Board of Game to do the same
#Hling. That was my recollection. Do you remember that,
B3rbara®?

44

45 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I think he did.

46

477 MR. LOCKHART: Yeah. So .....

48
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MR. REXFORD: Okay. All right. Thank you.
Edward?
2
3 MR. ITTA: I just wanted to ask Charlie, did --
gou mentioned that you had talked with Point Hope residents and
Bivalina on this subject?

g MR. C. BROWER: Just mostly Point Hope.

g MR. ITTA: Mostly Point Hope?

%2 MR. C. BROWER: Right.

%g MR. ITTA: Because it's within the Borough

béundaries of the zone and Fish and Game Committee?
15

16 MR. C. BROWER: Right.
17
18 MR. ITTA: Okay. The -- yeah, so did you have

d9public hearing over there over this or was this a

2bncern ..... ?

21

22 MR. C. BROWER: No, we -- I went through after
@ie of our Fish and Game member Committee, Jake Kanook state
PAat in time there's time to harvest caribou within their time,
£he moose season was closed, and by the time moose season
dpened, all the moose was out of the area, and would go beyond
2@ harvest any of the meat or resources that were available for
£Bem. But the request was for Point Hope to extend the date
£9Pom July for their hunting season, .....

30

31 MR. REXFORD: Go from August to July.

32

33 MR. C. BROWER: ..... opportunity for them to
Bdke moose.

35

36 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

37

38 MR. ITTA: To open it in July?

39

40 MR. C. BROWER: Right.

41

42 MR. ITTA: Right. Okay. All right, Charlie,
4Hank you.

44

45 One other gquestion, which is not really technical and
d6esn't need Mike's input, Mike, maybe one of -- or I think it
wds Terry who asked has Kivalina or Point Hope been involved in
4He process here directly in some way. I only state that,
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because I get a little leery working on something that's
lmpacting people directly over there, and there has been public
Aotice, or little hearings of some sort, or we haven't given
Bhem the notice and the teleconference opportunity to speak to
#his. And I'm concerned on taking action prior to that
happening, although I support the proposal. I think it's real
good. I like it. But there's a step in the process I think
fhat's missing that either we need to implement or work with

BDF&G, and say -- jointly, and say, "We are planning a change
&n this portion of the law that affects your lives here," and
h8ve some avenue to make sure that happens. So I'm just
é%pressing my concern about that, although I -- like I say, I
12ke the proposal and I support it.

13

14 MR. LOCKHART: Mr. Chair, let me just clarify
ahd make sure we're going through the process and understanding
@é6ch other correctly. First of all, the Councils -- you know,

1%'s the intent, and hopefully when we get somebody from Point
H8pe on it, there will be good representation. We don't have
that right now. The fact that this proposal recommends a
2hange to existing federal regulations to modify the area, to
dllow for hunting moose during July. Nothing is really being
BZoposed to change, other than the definition of that boundary,
3RBay, on where that -- where the federal lands really are. The
24isting federal regulations, the regulation and the proposed
26le will allow moose hunting on federal lands in that portion

@6 Unit 23 in July. The State action to take the -- to
withdraw the lands is what really impacts it.

28

29 MR. ITTA: Yeah. That's fine. I understand
Bhat okay.

31

32 MR. LOCKHART: Okay.

33

34 MR. ITTA: Unfortunately I'm not from Point

Bbpe or Kivalina, so that's my point, that I'd feel a lot more
gémfortable, and I'll just say I think that's one area, too,
BHat we can work on as a Board, and get some avenues developed
BBat will allow for that input is what I'm saying.

39

40 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

41

42 MR. REXFORD: Gordon?

43

44 MR. UPICKSON: Yes, I like your concern

#8garding more information that maybe Geoff can provide,

M6. Carroll can provide. And also, Edward's not wanting to
#hidke decisions for Point Hope, maybe with more information that
hé8ybe Geoff can provide, and then he can openly support it,
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even those he supports the proposal as it is written. Both
Your concerns are valid, both yours and Edward's, so I
Zecommend that we table this until Geoff gets here.

3

4 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Right. Thank you. We'll
8o so.

6

7 MR. ITTA: So move.

8

9 MR. REXFORD: So moved.

10

11 MR. UPICKSON: Second.

12

13 MR. REXFORD: All those in favor of deferring

14 until we hear from Geoff, do so by saying "aye"?
15

16 ALL: Aye.
17
18 MR. REXFORD: Those opposed, same sign? Thank

¥Ou. We'll wait until Geoff gets back, then we'll determine
£he action on Proposal 64. Okay.

21

22 Your next recommendation was 82, 83, and 81, Mike?

23

24 MR. LOCKHART: Yes, sir. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

26ne other point when we go through these discussions is that
26 the comment was made by Jim is that one of the reasons that
@w@'re here and we present these analyses for things like the
28formation that we have at hand, we're coming to you asking
£8r information. The input that you have that goes on the
Bé8cord that you know that more moose, for example, are being
Barvested out there now than was in the past, is very important
83 us, because that helps us in the decision-making, and it
B&8lps the Board as well. So I just want to make sure that
BAat's understood. We're trying to gather as much information
385 we can out of you as well.

36

37 Proposal 82 was originated from some very intelligent
P8ople here in the North Slope. I think it was you folks.

39

40 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah, it was.

41

42 MR. LOCKHART: This regulation requests that a
é8stomary and traditional practice that has been -- that is
d44lowed for in Unit 26 -- or in, I'm sorry, in Unit 23, be

éitended to Unit 26 residents. And that's to allow use of
hétor-driven boats to take caribou, and to take rifles that
gHoot -- or firearms that shoot rimfire cartridges.

48
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In assessing this proposal, we looked at the potential
impacts on the caribou populations that would be affected, and
@we looked at how this regulation would apply with respect to
Bederal lands and the questions of navigable and non-navigable
waters within those lands in Unit 26. And very quickly and
basically we determined that caribou are indeed an important
fesource, subsistence resource to North Slope residents, and
fhat North Slope residents have indeed customarily used boats
80 harvest caribou, and have customarily harvested swimming
8aribou, and that the use of motor boats or rimfire cartridges

¥6uld not -- probably not have a significant impact on the
tdribou populations.

12

13 There is again the continued concern about dual
hAnagement on waters and state lands. If this proposal is
d8opted, it would certainly extend to all lands under federal
$G@bsistence jurisdiction, but the State law, it would be -- it

¥3uld be illegal to undertake that activity on State law (sic).
1®e just wanted to make everybody aware of that.

19

20 So very simply that's a brief overview, and we'd be
Rappy to take questions or go into the analysis in greater
détail if you'd like.

gz MR. REXFORD: (In Inupiaq)

52 MR. TAGAROOK: Mr. Chairman, I have a question.
g; MR. REXFORD: Terry?

%8 MR. TAGAROOK: On motor-driven boats may be
33%ed to take caribou, and over here it's snowmobiles -- on this

8Ae, motor-driven boats or snowmobiles may be used to take
d8ribou. Why was snowmobiles taken out?

34

35 MR. LOCKHART: I'm sorry, Terry, I'm not sure
Where you're really looking. Are you talking about .....

37

38 MR. TAGAROOK: Yeah, I'm looking at the one
BRat was .....

40

41 MR. ITTA: For Unit 23.

42

43 MR. TAGAROOK: Yeah, Unit 23.

44

45 MR. ITTA: They say it includes snow machines?
46

47 MR. TAGAROOK: Yeah. It includes .....

48
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B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

LOCKHART: I don't think that your proposal

Included snow machines at the time you made it.

ITTA: No, it's not. It's in this -- this

B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah, it just included

ITTA: It's in the current Game Unit 23

B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.
H. ARMSTRONG: He's right.

B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah, Unit 23 can, but then

I9think your original proposal just said boats?

MS.
1
2 MR.
4
5 MR.
6ne.
7
8 MS.
Boats.
10
11 MR.
T2gs.
13
14 MS.
15
16 MS.
17
18 MS.
20
21 MR.
22
23 MS.
24
25 MS.
26
27 MR.
28 the water.
29
30 MR.
31
32 MS.
33
34 MR.
35to June 30.
36
37 MR.
38
39 MS.
40
41 MR.
42
43 MR.
dd4e snow machines.
45
46 MR.
47
48 MS.
49
50
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ITTA: Uh-huh.
B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.
H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

ITTA: Yeah. I don't ride my snow machine

TAGAROOK: But the season is .....
B. ARMSTRONG: (In Inupiaq)

TAGAROOK: But the season is open from July

ITTA: That's a good point.
B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.
BROWER: Snow machine (in Inupiaq).

TAGAROOK: Because at fall time, you do not

ITTA: Yeah, July and August.

B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.
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1 MR. LOCKHART: Yeah, I'm sorry, Terry. That
Zertainly is an appropriate thing to bring up as a proposal,
But the nature of your proposal when you gave it to us last
£all only dealt with motor boats. And for us to bring up snow
machines now, we'd probably have to, you know, put that back

énto the process and look at it from a -- and let the public
Have an opportunity to speak to it.

8

9 I'm sorry, Barbara, did you ..... ?

10

11 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: They can't do an amendment?
12

13 MR. LOCKHART: I think you probably can, but I
théan, it's -- you can make any recommendations you would
thoose. It's -- I don't know how the Board would respond to

that, because it hasn't undergone the public process, and it
¥3uld be something that's added, and something new. I don't
kBow.

19

20 MR. ITTA: If I could ..... ?

21

22 MR. REXFORD: Edward?

23

24 MR. ITTA: Mike, kind of like us, I think you

dbn't quite know what we can or can't do here, and I want to
méke sure that we at least get something in, and maybe somebody
2dn clear me up on the proposal process. These proposals as
PBey're written here and presented to us, have been
d9sseminated to all the proper regional councils for their
Ffiput, based on what's in here?

31

32 MR. LOCKHART: Yes, sir.

33

34 MR. ITTA: Okay. And it we were to change
Bhat, then we'd have to go through the whole process again and
38y, "Here's some more —-- here's an amended version of Proposal
82," in my mind.

38

39 MR. LOCKHART: Well, T .....

40

41 MR. ITTA: But this was originated by us. Do
w2 need their -- my question is, do we need their okay or

dapproval to make an amendment or would that change things? I
dén't think so myself.

45

46 MR. LOCKHART: You can make any recommendations
¢3u want based on, you know, things that relate to subsistence
#w8tters and issues. All I'm saying is that, you know, it may
49
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be -- it may be something that the Board is a little more

hncomfortable about approving.

Zertainly make

3

4 MR
5

6 MR
dur part.

8

9 MR.
10

11 MR.
12

13 MR.
14

15 MR.

p6oposal's gone through the analysis and everything,
tHey've looked at -- we've looked at motor-driven boats,
tBen there's a recommendation before the Board,

I mean, you can do it. You can

ITTA: You're talking the .....
LOCKHART: ..... the recommendation from
ITTA: ..... Federal Subsistence Board?
LOCKHART: Yes, sir.

ITTA: Okay.

LOCKHART: When it comes in and this

and
and
and they see

that there's a recommendation by you folks to include

g8flowmobiles, it may not be a big deal. I just don't know. But
2t's something that hasn't undergone public scrutiny, nobody's
Rad an opportunity to comment on it, and they may be -- they
B8y not feel comfortable in authorizing that at that point.
B4t certainly you have the .....

25

26 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: But they may, too.

27

28 MR. LOCKHART: Yeah, they may. They may.

29

30 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: They may, too. Yeah.

31

32 MR. ITTA: Thank you.

33

34 MR. UPICKSON: A question, Mr. Chairman-?

35

36 MR. REXFORD: Gordon?

37

38 MR. UPICKSON: On this proposal, it says "Unit

8Becific provisions
48king caribou."
€dbuncil.

#3tor-driven boats,
44

45 MR.
46
47 MR.
W8uld that -- how —--
49
50
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for customary and traditional methods of

This one is for -- was submitted by our
Would that effect the customary and traditional
#wethods like in Unit Eight they hunt caribou,

the same means,
swimming caribou.

LOCKHART: Region Eight?

UPICKSON:
this is

Yes. The Kotzebue Region.
a unit specific provision for Unit
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267

1

2 MR. LOCKHART: That's correct. It would have
Bo effect. I mean current -- the proposed regulation would

dllow for taking caribou, swimming caribou, from boats in Unit
33, which is Region Eight.

6

7 MR. UPICKSON: Uh-huh.

38

9 MR. LOCKHART: So that's —-- it would have no

éfifect on that region at all. I don't know if that's what
Ybu're really asking. This would just provide a unit specific
t2@gulation, which if it were passed by the Board, would allow
p8ople up here to take caribou from motor-driven boats with
tdmfire rifles -- rimfire firearms.

15

16 MR. UPICKSON: Yeah. My question was are unit
$Pecific proposed changed for our unit, would that effect like
38y Kotzebue area where you guys -- I know would like to hunt
tribou the same way, from a boat, and I know they do over
2here.

21

22 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah, we can, because .....
23

24 MR. LOCKHART: This is .....

25

26 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... we have that law.

27

28 MR. LOCKHART: It's already in regulations.
ZRey can .....

30

31 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: It's already in regulations.
32

33 MR. LOCKHART: ..... do it now.

34

35 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

36

37 MR. UPICKSON: In your area? Okay. I .....
38

39 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

40

41 MR. LOCKHART: Sorry.

42

43 MR. UPICKSON: ..... understand that. Okay.
Thank you.

45

46 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

477

48 MR. LOCKHART: And getting -- just one -- you
49
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know, the more that if -- if you were to choose to try and make
that modification, it's very important that you, you know,
8pecifically address the rationale for why you want to do that,
Because the information you provide to the Board on why you
want to do something, and that it fits the customary and
traditional practices, then they're more inclined to accept it.
6

7 MR. ITTA: Okay.

8

9 MR. REXFORD: Edward?

10

11 MR. ITTA: I have a comment. Thanks for that

t2arification there, Terry, and I agree with you that there's
a3 A portion on unit specific regulations as related to Unit
23, and I had referred to that as an extension of what we did
p here. And again, Geoff is one that needs to kind of be in
dh this conversation, because we talked of it before, too. And
wHhat we had tried to do is make that available for the North
$8ope.

19

20 What I didn't realize here on unit specific regulations
£or Unit 23, was this -- this is Item B we're talking about in
PReir unit specific regulations. Item A is that motor-driven
BB3ats or snowmobiles may be used to take caribou, which is
8émething that I had always assumed that you could do, but I
8bppose the next step then would be to go ahead and make unit
8pecific regulation proposal relative to that, and include that
2@nguage in the Unit 26 section, which is not noted anywhere,
B8cause we don't have any unit specific regulations. And I
2Bink we can come back to that and in fact I'd say that that
®Ould be a good one to have in writing, and as a part of the
Bégs here, so that it's absolutely clear that you can go get
@aribou with your snow machine, Jim Aveoganna.

33

34 MR. AVEOGANNA: I don't chase caribou with snow
Bachine.

36

37 MR. ITTA: You don't?

38

39 MR. AVEOGANNA: I just come by there in rifle
#8nge, and that's how I swing it. I never let them -- even on
#he boat. I'm one of the .....

42

43 MR. ITTA: Anyway, I remember .....

44

45 MR. AVEOGANNA: ..... one that runs the boat
£6r the people in my village, they can't afford to get their
é6Wn boats and all that stuff, 'cause I -- like I say even take

#8ns (ph) out for hunting. I never let people to shoot the
49
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caribou right in the river or at the lagoon. I rather shoot
when -- after they dry out, right in the land. You use that --
Phe skin also for parkas and what not. That's how we were
Beached by -- that's how we hunt. Like I say, I don't even
éhase caribou with a snow machine. That's not for me, because
5 like the taste of animals, but I -- by the house.

6

7 MR. REXFORD: Okay. We've -- I remember, too,

Bdward, you're correct, we wanted to try and get this in
8onjunction right in line with regulations that exist in the
Kbtzebue area, and overlooked that the Skidoo i1s involved in
taking of caribou, so I would leans towards adding the words
T8nowmobile" or "snow machine" inserted in this proposal and
$8nd it forward to the Federal Subsistence Board by a motion
tdther than a separate proposal or separate regulation. Have

them -- have it the same with the other area.

16

17 MR. ITTA: Yeah, i1if I can, I would (in Inupiaq)
t8 the Federal Board, Subsistence Board, (in Inupiaq). So they
tOuld have input on it. (In Inupiaqg) And then we've got to go
£2RArough another whole process. (In Inupiaq) It's items first
Rland B on unit specific regulations. (In Inupiaqg) motor-
dziven boats and snow machines (in Inupiaqg) in our unit. (In
28upiaq)

24

25 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Yeah. 1I'd agree with
2hat.

27

28 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

29

30 MR. REXFORD: Gordon?

31

32 MR. UPICKSON: A lot of things we can discuss
28 we can get off the record for a while.

34

35 MR. ITTA: (In Inupiaq)

36

37 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Did -- was there a mention

BBHat maybe we could wait for Geoff on this as well?
39

40 MR. ITTA: Yeah.

41

42 MR. REXFORD: Okay. We'll .....

43

44 MR. ITTA: (In Inupiaq)

45

46 MR. REXFORD: Yeah. We'll table this proposal

ddain another hour or so until Geoff gets back. Any further
é8mments on this?

49
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1 MR. UPICKSON: Table it until our resident
BPiologist gets here. He couldn't be with us here.

3

4 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

5

6 MR. LOCKHART: I think that's good.

7

8 MR. REXFORD: Yeah.

9

10 MR. AVEOGANNA: (In Inupiaqg), Mr. Chairman?
IIn Inupiaq)

12

13 MR. REXFORD: Yeah. Okay. Mike, proceed with
84? We're done with 82.

15

16 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: 83?2 If it's all right with

¥@u, Mr. Chairman, I'm going to do 83 first and then 81.
18

19 MR. REXFORD: Pardon?

20

21 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I'm going to do 83 first,
28d then 81. They're -- we dealt .....

23

24 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

25

26 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... with these both --
PHey're both dealing with the same issue, and .....

28

29 MR. REXFORD: All right.

30

31 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... I think that the order
38 maybe a little bit better. This is also one you may choose
83 table until Geoff gets back.

34

35 Both proposals 81 and 83 deal with moose harvest in
36A. The proposal -- proposal number 83 came from the North

3T7ope Regional Subsistence Advisory Council, and it requested
BBat "The portion of the Colville River drainage upstream from
3Ad including the Chandalar River drainage," the season be
éftended from August 1lst to March 31st. That's instead of
gbing until December 31st. And I have maps here to show where

4Bat portion is. If you'll pass those around. Jim, do you
want to pass those around?

44

45 MR. AVEOGANNA: Okay.

46

47 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: This is a proposal that came

48 a result of an action that the State took in 1992 when they
49
50
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expanded the season to March 31st in that area. This was done
pPrimarily to allow for moose hunting in a time of year when the
Weather conditions allowed for it.

3
4 In our analysis we looked at the moose population, and
t's been steadily increasing since 1991 -- I mean, since 1970

6p to 1991, and felt that there really is no reason why we
ghouldn't extend that season.

8

9 Now, what the State did in conjunction with that was
they also prohibited the use of aircraft at that time. And
that's proposal 81. And they also have made that proposal to
h&, ADF&G have proposed that, that from January 1lst to March
33st that no aircraft be used in Unit 26A. And the reason they
d4d that was to control the -- make sure that the moose
pbpulation didn't increase (ph) when they extended that season,
dahd also to give the local residents who don't have access to
dircraft ample opportunity to hunt moose without having the
p8ople who have aircraft interfering with that harvest.

19

20 So you can see that 81 and 83 are really closely
2élated. The Board would first have to approve the extension
2% the season for 83, and then once that season were extended,
PBen we would have to go forward with 81 and suggesting that
ddrcraft be prohibited in the area.

25

26 I think that's about all you need in the summary. If
Ydu need more details, we can -- I can go over that.

28

29 MR. REXFORD: Any gquestions for Helen? None?

BAank you. What is the wish of the Council on Proposal 837
Bait for Geoff?

32

33 MR. UPICKSON: (In Inupiaq)

34

35 MR. ITTA: (In Inupiaq)

36

37 MR. UPICKSON: 1I'd like to extend the season.
38

39 MR. ITTA: All we're doing is extending it.
40

41 MR. REXFORD: You say 81 is also a similar
pZoposal?

43

44 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, 83 asks for an

éxtension of the season into that drainage on the map, and then
8% asks for the aircraft to be prohibited during that season,
which is why we dealt with 83 first.

48
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(Several discussions in Inupiaqg.)

1

2 MR. TAGAROOK: This is just an extension of the
S3eason, this one, 83. Yeah. (In Inupiaq)

4

5 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Mr. Chair, if you're

énterested, just so you know it's available, Conrad has a lot
3f biological information on the moose in that area, if you
@ant to hear it, if, you know, .....

9

10 MR. UPICKSON: In other words, we're juggling
hdéw we're -- which proposal again now? On 81 we're not going
td be -- we're supportive of 83, I think, as a Board now, why

ddn't you go ahead with 81 when you go back to it?
14

15 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: If you don't support 83,
then you wouldn't support 81, because 81 -- 83 extends the
$&ason, 81 prohibits using aircraft during that season. So if

¥8u didn't extend the season, then you automatically wouldn't
$Qpport 81, because there's not extended season.

20

21 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: They're saying they're
8dpporting 83, but they want to hear what 81 is, so if you
23uld just explain that. (In Inupiaq)

24

25 MR. UPICKSON: So we won't hang ourself after
@é have -- we're supportive of 83, but we're interested in 81
Adw. Okay.

28

29 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Eighty-one is just simply to

plohibit people using aircraft during that season.
31

32 MR. REXFORD: Takulik, do you have something?
gz MS. OPIE: The main reason why they .....

gg COURT REPORTER: Excuse me, could you come up
BY the microphone?

gg MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And introduce yourself?

jg MS. OPIE: My name is Takulik Opie, and I work

£3r the Wildlife Department. And the main reason why they made
4Bis proposal was several local hunters from Barrow had asked
Géoff to extend the season, because when they go wolverine and
wblf hunting, they wanted to be able to legally hunt moose if
4bhey ever got a chance to run across them.

47

48 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Good. Okay. (In Inupiaq)
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1 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman, I move that we
ddopt Proposal 83.

3

4 MR. ITTA: Second the motion.

5

6 MR. REXFORD: Okay. It's been moved by Gordon

dnd seconded by Edward to approve Proposal 83. Any further
8iscussion on the matter?

9

10 MR. TAGAROOK: Question called for.

11

12 MR. REXFORD: The question is called. All

tBose in favor of approving Proposal 83, do so by saying "aye"?
14

15 ALL: Aye.

16

17 MR. REXFORD: Those opposed, same sign? Thank
¥8u, gentlemen. Thank you, Helen.

19

20 MR. LOCKHART: Mr. Chair?

21

22 MR. REXFORD: Mike?

23

24 MR. LOCKHART: Just again, we're working
2hrough this process of trying to be very interactive between
£he councils and the Board, and it's -- when this transcript

2dmes out and we try to present the positions of the Council,
28rtainly the Council will be there to the Board, and will be
dBle to represent the Council at the meeting in April. But
}€@'s very valuable if you can to just take some time on -- and
Jiist briefly addressing the rationale on why you support or
8Ppose or want to modify each one of the proposals for the
B8cord. It would be very helpful to us i1if you can. And I just
34 we offer that as a recommendation to facilitate a lot of the
décision at the .....

36

37 MR. REXFORD: Okay. All right. Let's see.
BBere were we now? We're at Eighty- .....

39

40 MR. ITTA: Eighty-one.

41

42 MR. LOCKHART: I'm sorry.

43

44 MR. REXFORD: Eighty-one.

45

46 MR. LOCKHART: Eighty- -- we're back at 85.
Bighty-four was one of the ones that was withdrawn by Alaska
B8partment of Fish and Game. It was related to the same
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proposal that you just dealt with.

1

2 MR. TAGAROOK: We're going to 8172

3

4 MR. REXFORD: Eighty-one. (In Inupiaq)

5

6 MR. ITTA: Okay. That .....

7

8 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Now we'll go with 81 then.
9T know we did agree with 83.

10

11 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: You didn't do 81.

12

13 MR. LOCKHART: Right. Sorry.

14

15 MR. REXFORD: But it says we automatically
dpprove 81 then. How would that work?

17

18 MR. LOCKHART: I think you should probably move
t® adopt 81 and take that up as well.

20

21 MR. ITTA: Right.

22

23 MR. REXFORD: Okay. We've heard from the staff

@4 presenting 83 and Proposal 81, that they coincide. We are
25 we just approved the extending of the season for moose in
Ohait 26A. And in conjunction with that, Proposal 81 provides
27 or prohibits or closes the use of aircraft in any manner for
Rfnting the moose during the open season of August -- or from
RAgust 1 through March 31. So the Board -- the Chair
8fitertains a motion to approve Proposal 81 as it coincides with
Btoposal 83.

32

33 MR. ITTA: I so move, Mr. Chairman.

34

35 MR. REXFORD: It's been moved by Edward to
dpprove Proposal 81.

37

38 MR. UPICKSON: TI'll second.

39

40 MR. REXFORD: Seconded by Gordon Upickson.
Biscussion? Again, we'll summarize that Proposal 83 and 81 are
443 -- they coincide together to open the season for moose
Adnting in Unit 26A. So any further discussion on this
p#oposal?

45

46 MR. TAGAROOK: Question.

47

48 MR. REXFORD: The gquestion's called. All in
49
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favor of approving Proposal 81, do so by saying "aye"?
1

2 ALL: Aye.
3
4 MR. REXFORD: Those opposed, same sign? Okay.

5Proposal 84 within our booklet has been withdrawn. And again,
the justification was .....

7

8 MR. LOCKHART: We're not sure .....

9

10 MR. REXFORD: ..... it was similar to

what .....

12

13 MR. LOCKHART: Yes, sir. I'm sorry. I
$houldn't speak for the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. I
@bn't know why they withdraw it, but our assumption is that it
Wés -- it was an identical proposal, and so it was just
%¥ithdrawn, but essentially it was the exact same thing as 83.
18

19 MR. REXFORD: Okay. All right. Thank you.
®8'11l move on down to Proposal 85. Units 26A, B and C
2&égarding sheep. Changing the curl restriction from 7/8ths to
911 curl. This proposal has been introduced or submitted by
RRaska Department of Fish and Game. And Conrad?

24

25 MR. GUENTHER: Yes. 1I'm Conrad Guenther.

Rfd, Mr. Chair, to give you an idea of what's happening with
2He sheep population throughout the Brooks Range, we think that
48 a result of a series of mild winters through the early and
29d 1980s, the sheep population grew quite expansive, and so
Bhere were large numbers of sheep. Then in the late 80s, the
pPbpulation started to go into a decline. There's not really
gdod data over most of the Brooks Range, but in the Hulahula
dBainage, for example, where population numbers have been
Bénitored very carefully, there's been approximately a 50%
décline in the sheep population in that area. It's generally
élt that throughout the Brooks Range, there's been a
8ignificant decrease in the sheep population from the mid 80s.
38n fact, many of the biologists that are looking at sheep
BOpulations throughout the Brooks Range now feel the
pbpulations are down to what they were in the 70s, so there's
Béen a fairly dramatic decline.

42

43 Generally in the western part of the Brooks Range, the
gheep populations tend to be of low to very low densities, and
4hey're sort of scattered populations rather than uniform over
#he area. The more eastern part of the Brooks Range has
#hdderate populations for the most part and some higher density
pBpulations, but again, even through that area the populations
49
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have fallen significantly from what they were in the mid 80s.

1

2 We think that -- the sheep biologist feel that probably
®eather i1s a factor here, and that hard winters have
gignificant impact on sheep populations. It's not thought that
probably hunting pressure has significantly impacted these
populations, but we really don't know for sure what the impacts
@f hunting is.

8

9 Now, what the problem is with the 7/8ths curl
téstriction, when the 7/8th curl restriction was put into place
dlnumber of years ago, with the current state of understanding
tBhe biology and management of sheep at that time, it was felt
tBat this would -- was the best way to manage. Now more recent
ddta has shown that a full curl restriction actually is a much
mbre prudent management tool. And the reasons for that are
that they found that when there are smaller -- a large number
0% smaller rams in a population, in other words rams as young
48 six years -- and, by the way let me back up just a little
bet.

20

21 Basically a 7/8ths curl ram in the Brooks Range is
dbout a seven-year-old ram. A full curl ram is approximately
a8 eight-year-old ram. This is a general rule.

24

25 We discovered from some of the harvest data that's
d%ailable from the Brooks Range, that for the most about 20% of
PHe rams that are taken now are full curl rams, and the
28mainder of the rams are 7/8ths curl rams. What this
28dicates, since most hunters are taking larger rams as a
Bleference, this indicates that a high percentage of the larger
Badms are continually taken out of the population, and there's a
33arge number of 7/8ths curl rams taken out of the population.
33

34 Now, what happens when you take the 7/8ths curl and
R&rger rams out of the population is you leave a lot of six-
$éar-old rams. These six-year-old rams continue to harass the
8es for a more extended period of time than older rams. Where
BHere are older rams in the population, they inhibit these
$8unger rams. In other words, if there's an older ram around,
B8 just doesn't let that six-year-old ram harass the ewes. So
4t's very desirable to have 7/8ths curl and full curl rams in
4He population. Now, because of the additional harassment of
é®es, they've found that there actually is less -- the survival
é#4 ewes over the winter is poorer when there's more smaller
#&8ms in a population. And so actually for ewe survival, it's
dBhportant to have 7/8ths curl rams in a population and full
éiirl rams.

48
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Also, in addition to less -- or to poorer ewe survival,
there's actually a lower lambing rate in the spring. And we're
Aot sure, but the biologists that are studying sheep feel that
Bhis long harassment by these six-year-old rams some ways -- in
gome way interferes with the ewe being able to carry the lamb,
and so she will either reabsorb the embryo, or just because of
barassment by a number of animals, doesn't get bred. The
information just is not really available right now on exactly

®#hat happens. But we do know that lamb production is lower.
9
10 In addition to that, there's some evidence that shows

that in an area that allows only full curl harvest, that after
§8veral years, the number of sheep that can be harvested out of
tBe population is actually greater than it is where there's
dAly a 7/8ths curl harvest. Now this is some -- this is
d&bated by sheepologists right now, and there are people on
béth sides of the fence. This is based on higher ewe survival
afld higher lamb survival, that even though you're harvesting
f811 curl rams, you actually start building a bigger sheep
pépulation, and in several years there are more full curl rams
dfailable for harvest than if you are harvesting 7/8ths curl
2adms in a number of years.

22

23 In the Brooks Range there's been -- there some problems
@wdth harvest reporting. To give you an idea: Over the last
£6n years, the reported harvest for all off Unit 26 is 1,569
8heep. That's reported harvest. Now, if we look back at the
28ported harvest figures for local harvest, over the last ten
Y8ars 28 federally qualified subsistence harvesters, hunters in
DAit 26, reported harvesting 17 sheep from seven major
dffainages. In subsistence studies that were done in 1986,
Bhere were 37 sheep harvested by residents of Kaktovik alone,
38d 14 sheep harvested by residents of Kaktovik in 1987.

B38rrow reported a harvest of 11 sheep in '87 and 11 sheep in
388. There were —-- the reported harvest tickets of sheep from
Barrow during those years was three rams. So there's a problem
woth nonreporting of overharvest. So we think probably this
Bdrvest reporting of 1,569 sheep is probably significantly
gd8der what the actual harvest has been, but we really don't
Bfow that.

40

41 I guess what this really boils down to is no matter
wRat the harvest is right now, we know that the Dall sheep
p3pulation is declining significantly in the Brooks Range. It
#Bdy be back to what it was back in the 70s, which maybe is
where it normally should be as being regulated by winters. We
dén't know what all the problems are though that cause that
pdpulation to go down. We think probably weather is the major
68e. We also have very good evidence that by allowing a full
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curl ram harvest, you have a better distribution of older rams,
dnd it actually increases ewe survival. And so it seems
Brudent from a biological perspective to have a full curl
Barvest.

4

5 Also, for your information, the State starting in '93
bas started putting most of the Sate into a full curl harvest
fegime, and they've quit using the 7/8ths curl, because they
8ound a full curl harvest they feel is more effective, in

Produce- -- having better sheep populations overall.
10
11 That's all I have, Mr. Chair. If you have any

Glestions, I'll be glad to try to answer them. I have quite a
138t more biological information.

%é MR. TAGAROOK: Terry? Conrad?

%g MR. GUENTHER: Conrad.

%g MR. TAGAROOK: Are the predators a factor in
2he decline of the sheep?

g% MR. GUENTHER: You know, predators always play

d3role in populations. Whether they're a significant factor in
Phe decline, I don't think anybody has good information. They
d5 know that the sheep populations on the southside of the
Bbooks Range are not as good as they are on the north side of
PHe Brooks Range, and it's felt that the lower population on
£Be south side may be a result of increased predation on the
88uth side of the range. There are more wolves and -- wolves
plrticularly on the south side of the range than there are on
Bhe north side of the range.

32

33 MR. TAGAROOK: So the wolves are playing an
3hportant role in the decline of the sheep?

35

36 MR. GUENTHER: No, I don't -- that's -- I

B&ally couldn't say that. I don't know if they're playing an
IBportant role in the decline. Most of the studies would
3fdicate that actually weather is a bigger factor in the
d46cline, that if it was a factor of the winter -- winters
gtaying as good as they were during the 70s and early 80s,
particularly the early 80s, probably the wolf population would

A3t be causing a decline in the sheep. The sheep populations
wéuld be up. So, you know, wolves do have an effect on over-
4b1 populations, but it doesn't appear in this case that wolves
d6e being a factor in the decline. 1It's probably more related
43 weather.
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MR. TAGAROOK: Thank you.

1
2 MR. UPICKSON: On that -- Mr. Chairman? On
Bhat -- on the question you brought up earlier regarding

weather, and the declines, do you have any idea whether it's
Baused by hunting or caused by bad weather that particular
gear? You don't know whether that 7/8th curl requirement or
Full curl requirement, whether that decline would have happened
Begardless of what size? You don't know whether it's caused by

Bunting, .....

10

11 MR. GUENTHER: Yes, what .....

12

13 MR. UPICKSON: ..... the decline?

14

15 MR. GUENTHER: Mr. Chair, the -- it appears
that the decline is probably -- most of the biologists that are
3%udying this feel that the weather played a significant factor
18 the decline. Probably in Arctic areas of the Brooks Range

d8d in Arctic areas in other parts of the world, weather is a
Bfigger factor in sheep population declines than probably
dhything else. It doesn't appear because of the number of
8Reep that are reported taken by hunters, and even figuring
Afreported harvest into this, that the hunter harvest was high
gdough over a large area to have caused the decline. We don't
2hink that's the case. Hunters may play some role in the
décline, the same as wolves may, but the best information right
#@w would imply that probably weather is the reason for the
d8clining population.

29

30 If —- it's pretty speculative to say if there was a
Bll curl regulation in place eight years ago or ten years ago,
3% the decline would have occurred. It probably would have
88111 occurred, because it was probably more highly weather
pélated than anything. The reason why the full curl
Bé&striction is valuable here is that it helps the population
Béintain higher levels, even when there are severe winters,
B&cause you don't get these young rams harassing the ewes.

38

39 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

40

41 MR. REXFORD: Gordon?

42

43 MR. UPICKSON: This hunting occurs mostly in
¢4ur area. What -- any comments on the facts and figures that
dbe being thrown around?

46

477 MR. REXFORD: I know that either the ADF&G or

#Be U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service just started conducting
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surveys, I think started last fall. Am I correct in the count
br the data was going to be happening?

2
3 MR. GUENTHER: You know, Helen is more tuned
dnto what's happening with the subsistence surveys. The data

Bhat I have was '86 and '87 data, so apparently there were some
gubsistence surveys done by the State at that time.

7

8 MR. REXFORD: Now, this was aerial surveys,
Bhis was .....

10

11 MR. GUENTHER: Oh, I'm sorry.

12

13 MR. REXFORD: ..... fairly recent.

14

15 MR. GUENTHER: Yes. Yes, I'm sorry. I
hésunderstood.

17

18 MR. REXFORD: Fairly recent surveys that were
&8ing to be done .....

20

21 MR. GUENTHER: Yes.

22

23 MR. REXFORD: ..... either by the Federal
@évernment or the State Government to get an accurate count,
2B6ause .....

26

27 MR. GUENTHER: Yes.

28

29 MR. REXFORD: ..... in two -- I think two years

36o, we brought this issue up when community harvest bag was
Bresented to the Federal subsistence Board, that the argument
®2ds that if the sheep are declining, that C and -- customary
38d traditional use would be put in place, or in essence ANILCA
®éuld be regulated -- or be the regulation for decline of the
8heep. So in essence the Federal Subsistence Board I guess had
Béquested a survey, a video survey, a camera survey of some --
83me kind of survey in the last Federal Subsistence Board was

d8scussed in depth. So those two issues are in line here.
Bfistomary and traditional users and sport hunters making the
g8Beep count low. So that -- with that -- those opinions in

place, the Federal subsistence Board had requested some agency
42 go out there in the Hulahula drainages, we were going to
d8fine all of the drainages, but they specifically provided
é4ly to the Hulahula drainages, so in essence we have the
ANILCA law and also, you know, declining population, and the

d6tomatic customary and traditional uses come first. So that
wds the issue. So I do not know, I was looking forward to
48eing a survey report on that matter. So the Federal
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Subsistence Board did take this issue up in trying to limit the
tommunity harvest as it's now two harvest limits by three each

By designated hunter. So I wonder -- you know, I don't know
@What the numbers are. I know there is -- there is impact.
There are a lot of hunters that come from Fairbanks or
Bnchorage.

6

7 MR. UPICKSON: And that survey was done

Primarily in the Hulahula drainages, and that was the most
frequented drainage out of your village and they were surveying
jist that particular drainage?

11

12 MR. REXFORD: I think that one and there may be
dB8other one, too, but I'm not quite sure what -- which
d#4ainages those were.

15

16 MR. UPICKSON: Uh-huh. So -- and another
Gilestion, another point you brought out was that you don't know
¥Bether the -- how much effect the sports hunting has on the
décline .....

20

21 MR. REXFORD: That's correct.

22

23 MR. UPICKSON: ..... in the sheep population

2Bat he brought out. And how does full curl requirement affect
8fbsistence hunting in Kaktovik, which would be the most
26fected community i1if this proposal was adopted?

27

28 MR. REXFORD: It would have a definite impact.
2%ou notice that there are two seasons for the sheep in Unit
36. They have one season opening August 10th to the 20th.
Béfinitely the residents could not make it on subsistence
ddring that time.

33

34 MR. UPICKSON: That's -- during that you'd need
35helicopter.

36

37 MR. REXFORD: That's right. And the other

38ason opens from October 1 through the 30th to accommodate the
B8sidents of Kaktovik.

40

41 MR. GUENTHER: Mr. Chair?

42

43 MR. REXFORD: Yes?

44

45 MR. GUENTHER: This proposed regulation would
é6hly affect the August 10th through September 20th season. It
wduld not affect the other season, the later season. It would
68ly be in effect for that early season.
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1 MR. H. BROWER: The early season is addressing
2he sport hunts.

3

4 MR. GUENTHER: The State already has a

bestriction that requires a full curl ram that they've put into
place. Mr. Chair, it's generally felt by the biologists that
I've talked to that the full curl regulation is just an
8mportant regulation just to maintain a healthy sheep

Population. There are a number of other issues I realize that
dfte involved with this.

11

12 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Any other questions?

13

14 MR. ITTA: (In Inupiaq)

15

16 MR. REXFORD: (In Inupiaq)

17

18 MR. ITTA: (In Inupiaq)

19

20 MR. H. BROWER: (In Inupiaq)

21

22 MR. TAGAROOK: Mr. Chairman, on this proposal,
28 it -- do you concur with the proposal for the Village of
Rdktovik?

25

26 MR. REXFORD: Okay. (In Inupiaq)

27

28 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman, we take a break.
29

30 MR. REXFORD: Okay. A ten-minute break.

31

32 MR. UPICKSON: A ten-minute break.

33

34 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Thank you.

35

36 (Off record) 3:00 P.M.
37

38 (On record) 3:18 P.M.
39

40 MR. REXFORD: 1I'll call the meeting back to
étder after a brief recess. Edward, do you have a question?
42

43 MR. ITTA: Yeah. Mike, fill me in here on the
dpening —-- open season dates here in the prior one and then the
ébrrent proposal change. You have open seasons from August
46th to September 20, and October 1 to April 30. Are the
gports hunters disallowed between -- from October 1 to April
368, on that opening, or not?
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1 MR. LOCKHART: Bear with us a minute here,
Mr. Chair. We'll look that up real quick. You're talking
dbout under the State regulations? Let me .....

é MR. REXFORD: Under the proposal.

g MR. LOCKHART: ..... look here very quickly.

g MS. B. ARMSTRONG: No, they're on -- they're on
that Proposal 85.

%% MR. LOCKHART: Well, this season that you see

tBere is a federal subsistence regulation. Now when you're
tdlking about sport hunting, you're talking about what's
da%ailable under the State hunting regulations, and that's what
%é're looking up.

17

18 MR. ITTA: Okay.

19

20 MR. LOCKHART: 26A. Okay. The -- 26A and B is

phe ram with full curl horn or larger, August 10th to September
2@0th. And then Unit 26C is one ram with full curl horn or
2383rger, August 10th to September 20th; and up to three sheep by
?2égistration permit only, October 1st to April 30th.

25

26 MR. ITTA: Okay.
27
28 MR. LOCKHART: So that is open to everybody

Afider State hunting seasons regulations. And as .....

30

31 MR. ITTA: Uh-huh. So anybody in the State
BBen can ask for that federal permit issuance also?

33

34 MR. LOCKHART: No. Again, under the -- if
$6u're hunting under the federal subsistence regulations, we
P6ovide federal registration permits for people to hunt that's
8Pecific to our regulations. This is under the State season.
B8 have not closed the State lands, I don't believe in that
dPea for sheep hunting to other uses besides federal
gQbsistence. So as it stands right now, somebody could hunt
dhder the State regulations by a registration permit from the
g2ate from October 1st to April 30th.

43

44 MR. ITTA: And what's the limit on that? Three
dbso or ..... ?

46

477 MR. LOCKHART: Three sheep. Three sheep. That
#H8ans no horn restriction or anything.
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1 MR. ITTA: And you state in here your -- on our
Zph) reason here by the ADF&G on reason for changing the regs
Was to tie in the feds and the State, giving the rams the
Aeeded protection?

5

6 MR. LOCKHART: Again, that -- I think .....
7

8 MR. ITTA: That's .....

9

10 MR. LOCKHART: ..... that only applies to the
Aligust season.

12

13 MR. ITTA: Okay. You said that's for full
t4rl, right?

15

16 MR. LOCKHART: Yes, sir.

17

18 MR. ITTA: Okay.

19

20 MR. LOCKHART: But again that full curl only
for August 10th to September 20th.

22

23 MR. ITTA: Okay. Give me a minute here,

M#4. Chair, I'd like to refer back to come comments that were in
Rére. Okay. 1I've got it. 1In the State regs, none of this
£haditional and customary determinations apply, right? 1In the
3fate?

28

29 MR. LOCKHART: There -- well, again, the State
dbes have under their existing subsistence -- they have a
8iibsistence season, which is general and subsistence. They do
Bave recognized customary and traditional uses. However, under
BBe current State regulations regime, all Alaskans apply, so
fAder the State regulations, even though there's a customary
dhd traditional thing that was adopted, anybody in the State
3én hunt. And in fact it's open -- well, actually the August
F0th to September 20th season is open to nonresidents as well.
3Beople that live outside of Alaska.

39

40 MR. ITTA: When stocks are endangered and
whatnot, subsistence is going to take precedence and the people
43 Kaktovik. It says down here on the discussion portion of

#Be staff analysis that "It should be noted only residents of
Adaktuvuk Pass, Kaktovik, Nuigsut and Wiseman have positive
ébstomary and traditional determinations in Unit 26A and B."
Ahd then it goes on to say about the other ones for Unit 26C,
which also include Kaktovik. And I know that our mountains go
B8yond our range into 23, over there on the western end, and
49
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again we -- we're trying to make things even. I mean, trying
to be about the same with our colleagues and neighbors over
fhere, and I know they have discussed this issue, and I'd like

8o hear -- you worked with them, right, Mike, over there?

4

5 MR. LOCKHART: Yes, sir. Mr. Chair, I .....

6

7 MR. ITTA: And I'd like to hear, Mr. Chair, if

8 might what Region Eight is it? Yes. Northwest?
9

10 MR. LOCKHART: Yes.

%% MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

%2 MR. UPICKSON: Yeah.

156) MR. LOCKHART: Right.

%; MR. ITTA: What their position was in regards

t® the 7/8ths full curl issue and the schedules here?

20

21 MR. LOCKHART: Right. Thank you, Mr. Itta.
MZ2. Chair, we did address several proposals last week in
RB8tzebue. Two proposals for an area in Unit 23 dealt with the
84me area, and one proposal by the Department -- Alaska
Départment of Fish and Game was a recommendation for a full --
ggtension of full curl. The other proposal, by the National
Pdrk Service for that same area was a 7/8ths curl. And the
g8uncil recommended adoption of the proposal to continue the

A8e -- the 7/8ths restriction instead of the full curl. So
Bhey voted against the full curl for that portion of the
Bégulations.

32

33 However, I think there was some confusion and probably
8éme mistaken -- we did not clearly articulate what was going

8h with Proposal 85, because Proposal 85 was also brought up to
Bbhat Council, and they showed great deference to concerns of
B83dking actions and impacting your region, Region Ten. And so
38 and as we identified on in Proposal 64, they wanted to defer
BRat decision to you. When we presented 85, which basically
é6vers 26, and, you know, it had some effect on their area,
4hey chose to adopt the regulation, or adopt the proposal,
which would institute a full curl restriction.

43

44 Now, we have not got the transcripts, and to tell you
#bhe truth, I'm a little bit confused on what happened with that
p6ocess, but I think certainly their intent early on was to
défer a lot of these decisions and talk to you about it, and I
#Bink there may be some confusion on how 85 was actually
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presented to them, and their understanding of it, but the long
dand short of it is there's a contradiction. In one set of
Zegulations that were very similar where they addressed it and
Booked at it in detail, they adopted -- they wanted not to
ddopt a full curl restriction, and in the case of 85, my
Gnderstanding is the way they left is that they in fact did
édopt the proposal, which would institute a full curl
Testriction.

8

9 MR. ITTA: Okay. Koyana.

10

11 MR. REXFORD: Yeah, I -- Any other discussion
A this matter?

13

14 MR. UPICKSON: Yes, in line with the same
thestions that Edward had regarding Region Eight, how about the
36 have you had any input from Arctic Village, Fort Yukon,
Wiseman regarding 857

18

19 MR. LOCKHART: Mr. Chair, Gordon, if you'll
Béar with us a little bit, I'll look. I don't think that we
Rad -- I think you were handed out a summary of the public
22mments?

23

24 MR. UPICKSON: Yes.

25

26 MR. ITTA: Uh-huh.

27

28 MR. LOCKHART: And there's also a stack of
26mments, if you choose to look into them a little -- in more

détail, and I guess one of the things, we've handled the public
Bésponses a little differently in each one of the councils, and
32guess I've kind of gone through this and not addressed that.
3Maybe if you like, we should look at that more carefully for
84ch proposal, and make sure what the public response has been.
3But I don't believe that there has been any public response on
86 by any of those users from those villages, from those areas.
37

38 MR. UPICKSON: Okay. No, there wasn't.
39
40 MR. LOCKHART: 1In fact, here on page five you

é3dn see that there's only two comments that came in on Proposal
83 at all. Now, again, those are in a different region, and I

d3n't know how -- you know, if there was any discussion about
#lis proposal in that -- the regional evaluation for those --
¢bu said Fort Yukon, right?

46

477 MR. UPICKSON: Right.

48
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MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yes, Arctic Village,

Chalkyitsik?

2

3 MR. UPICKSON: Chalkyitsik.

4

5 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Fort Yukon and Venetie.

6

7 MR. ITTA: That's in regards to 26C. The C
Bection there.

9

10 MR. LOCKHART: Right. That's correct.

11

12 MR. UPICKSON: Oh, but they share the

§3me .....

14

15 MR. ITTA: We have A and B.

16

17 MR. UPICKSON: ..... regulations, this adoption
08f these regulation would impact them also.

19

20 MR. LOCKHART: Well, Mr. -- you know, if that's

2hportant, what I can do is maybe I can try and get ahold of
pavid James, who's the council coordinator for down there, and
£3nd out how they responded to this proposal, because they have
ddready met.

25

26 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Maybe Steve would know.

27

28 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Can I make a comment? I'm
get .....

30

31 MR. REXFORD: Helen?

32

33 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: This is Helen Armstrong.
F4m not absolutely certain that those village actually hunt up
Bhere. That was the customary and traditional use
détermination the State made which we just adopted. And we
Bdven't -- we're in the -- we're going to at some point look at
BHose to see if they're accurate, but I'm not -- I'd have to

88y that I'm not sure that Arctic Village does hunt up there.
40mean, I've done some reading about that, and I'm pretty sure
4hat they don't, so that I don't know that it's such a concern.
4Bnd the same with probably Chalkyitsik and Fort Yukon, but,
g3u know, it's a little bit of a question.

44

45 MR. REXFORD: Yeah, there were several
d6ainages that were discussed on the Federal Subsistence Board
671 this very matter, whether Arctic Village and Kaktovik on the
é8ntinental divide of the Hulahula drainages are fairly close
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to each other, and there were some in depth discussion on which
dlrainages to survey that area.

2

3 But at this time I -- if there are no further comments,
I want to turn the chair over to Edward so I can make comments
&8s a resident and relay the messages from the residents of
Baktovik on this hot matter or hot issue that we've come forth.

7I think it was -- Mr. Chairman?

8

9 MR. ITTA: Go ahead, I'll take over the meeting
d8d Member Fenton Rexford has the floor.

11

12 MR. REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

TBis issue was a very heavily discussed issue with the Federal
$dbsistence Board I think three years ago when this matter was
bbought forth to not have a limit, a hunting limit or a bag
lémit on sheep for the residents of Kaktovik. We at Kaktovik
hdd requested a community harvest strategy versus a bag of
tBree or two times three, a person can catch six sheep as a
d@signated hunter. Within -- following this through, I know
fhat the ADF&G and other agencies have listened to what our
2bncerns were to have a community harvest limit if the sheep,
Agdimber of sheep is down within the particular area, such as
Hdlahula River.

24

25 I would incline to oppose this proposal, defer it and
26y and put forth a community harvest strategy versus this
23sue of six sheep for designated hunters. Rather than give it
£28 some individuals, we as a community when we go after sheep,
28 done as a community, not one person gets -- goes home and
Béeps his three sheep. It is all shared with the community.
Bhat is why in this sense we were looking for a community
Barvest for Kaktovik area.

33

34 Working with Eric Smith of RURALCAP, we had argued --
wanted to argue with the Federal Subsistence Board that under
BRILCA law, 1f the numbers of animals were -- are down, that
BHe subsistence hunters have priority. I wanted to try to this
B8gulations for a while, and I want to hear from the Community
3% Kaktovik how this has been going, and I've heard several
Alnters mention that the procedures for issuing and reporting
dhd taking of sheep is not quite developed yet with the
#2sidents or within our area of Kaktovik. That has to be
wirked out yet.

44

45 But I wanted the Board to know that we visited this
4bhree years ago to argue rather than have harvest of three
glleep by designated or up to six sheep, and to come forth with
d8community harvest strategy for the Kaktovik area. So that --
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I'm sure that the residents of Kaktovik are still in favor of a
tommunity harvest strategy versus taking of up to two harvest
2imits of six sheep in total. So we know that this is a very
d@ontroversial issue that has not been implemented by the
Federal Subsistence Board, that if the numbers are down, to
8&lose other hunting and provide for customary and traditional
by the residents of Kaktovik. So with that I'll conclude and

Zhank you.

g MR. ITTA: Yeah, thank you.

%2 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

%g MR. ITTA: Go ahead, Allen.

%é MR. UPICKSON: Gordon. A question for .....
%g MR. ITTA: I mean Gordon, I'm sorry.

%g MR. UPICKSON: ..... Fenton. Fenton, what
Y6u're saying is you don't want to adopt proposal 85, because
2t fact that you be -- you want to address the community

Rdrvest issue rather than a change in regulations as proposed
28 Proposal 85? You're saying that your community's concerns

d4e in line with a community harvest rather than the -- with
2he -- adopting proposal 85 wouldn't address your community's
désires to have a community harvest?

27

28 MR. REXFORD: That's true, Gordon.

29

30 MR. ITTA: 1I'd like to -- Go ahead, Mike.

31

32 MR. LOCKHART: Yeah, Mr. Chair, just as a

B3tter of protocol, and what I'd recommend, and again, this is
3dst on the basis of how to formulate basis and get
B&commendations and get the message through, I'd recommend that
g6u look at 85 on the basis of the merits of Proposal 85 and
B@ject or adopt that or modify that. And if there's additional

3}8sues that really aren't -- if we're not getting to the type
3% hunting strategy that we need, then you can formulate that
48 a second recommendation, but I'd -- it would be a lot

éleaner rather than modifying this proposal, because it only
#421ks about horn restrictions, to address it on the basis of
4Be merit of the proposal itself, and then make a
#écommendation for some alternative strategy. I'm sorry?

45

46 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: No, go ahead. Are you done?
47

48 MR. LOCKHART: Well, and the only other thing I
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was going to say .....

1

2 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I'm sorry.

3

4 MR. LOCKHART: ..... is, Mr. Itta, I think -- I
8on't know who brought up the gquestion about the other
6ommunities outside of Region Ten, but -- and I neglected to
fThink about 1it, Steve Ulvi i1s back here, and he's a resource
8hat we can use. He was at that meeting and he has some

familiarity, so if you want to call on him, he's available.
10

11 MR. UPICKSON: Another question.

12

13 MR. ITTA: Go ahead.

14

15 MR. UPICKSON: Proposal 85 as proposed here,

héw does it affect the existing hunting of sheep in your area,
&3ing from 7/8ths to full curl, even though you're opposed to
18, but how would that affect your community, Fenton?

19

20 MR. REXFORD: It says here that we'll benefit
B¥ the recovery of the sheep population, but I know restricting
22 from 7/8ths to a full curl will make it more difficult.
M3ke it more difficult for the residents of Kaktovik to look
£4r a full curl rather than a 7/8th curl.

25

26 MR. UPICKSON: And that's going to be true,
PHat's going to make it harder for the sportsmen hunters, but
£Ben that won't solve the fact that your subsistence hunt
28forts would be a lot harder?

30

31 MR. REXFORD: That's correct. We may .....
32

33 MR. UPICKSON: And then back to the issue of

BHTILCA, the intent of ANILCA, where subsistence rights of the
S3tbsistence users should be addressed as opposed to making new
Bénting regulations to address it.

37

38 MR. REXFORD: That's correct.

39

40 MR. ITTA: We have a hand up back behind there.

4Mike, maybe he can sit down there for the record. Please
g2ate your name?

43

44 MR. ULVI: My name is Steve Ulvi, and I work
whth the National Park Service at Gates of the Arctic National
Bénk, and I really appreciate the -- your analysis and

discussion, particularly of Fenton's concerns from Kaktovik.
48
49
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



72

Our concerns at Gates of the Arctic with Proposal 85,
and with all of the proposals, as you know, the State has
pretty much statewide proposed that all 7/8ths curl ram seasons
Be upped to full curl, we're concerned that that does not
provide an adequate subsistence opportunity, if you have sports
hunting and subsistence competing for the same populations.

6

7 For the Park, we have such strict eligibility
Bequirements that we allow three sheep of any sex and any horn
8ize during the long season, but only for people of those
tbmmunities up there that have eligibility in the Park. But
fdr the Preserve, in the Upper Itkillik drainage, we allow
$ports hunting there, and it seems from what we know that very
fé8w people from Anaktuvuk or Wiseman come into the Upper
I4killik to hunt sheep. Most of their sheep hunting occurs
bbtside of that area, so I don't think we have a real
témpetitive problem there. But I have talked to people in
Aaktuvuk and Wiseman, and there are -- those people are very
t8ncerned with, just as Fenton was saying, that if you go to a
811 curl, as you well know if you're sheep hunters, often your
Blg rams hang together in pretty inaccessible places, but
Bftentimes 7/8ths curl are out and a little more accessible.
RAd there are people that are very concerned that going to a
£811 curl is a restriction on the subsistence opportunity. And
#wé feel at the Park, that although we don't have a real problem
2h any particular area, because we have stringent eligibility
Z2équirements to hunt in the Park, that we feel though for the
P¥eserve, the Itkillik Preserve, that it is an issue.

28

29 And I personally after being involved with subsistence
BAnagement and subsistence for 20 years in this State, I
Bérsonally think this is a classic case of where if there's a
Barvest of 1500 sheep and only five or 10% of that harvest is
By subsistence, that on federal lands, we shouldn't be looking
3% bumping it from 7/8ths curl up to full curl, because that
B&stricts the subsistence opportunity. We ought to be looking
386 bumping the sport opportunity down. And that's just the way
F7see 1it.

38

39 MR. ITTA: Thank you for your comments there.
40m going to ask 1if there's any more comments? We have another
Aand up there. Please state your name for the record.

42

43 MR. KURTH: I'm Jim Kurth, with Fish and
Wdldlife Service. And I wanted to make sure that we all
dhderstand the regulations as they exist. You know, the season

46 26C I think where Kaktovik people hunt mostly, from October
43t to April 30th, there is no curl restriction right now.
THey can take any three sheep, or as Fenton mentioned, with a
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designated hunter up to six sheep. This proposal would not put
dny curl restriction on during that season. It still would be
dny three sheep.

3

4 Maybe what would be helpful is to go back to the day
Wwhen the federal program started, and one of the things that
bappened is we just assimilated all of the State's regulations,
dnd so a lot of the things that are in our regulations are some
Bemnants of sport hunting, and we all know that in the Brooks
Bange that August 10th through September 20th is when all the
§Port hunters come to the Brooks Range.

11

12 Our understanding really was 1s that Kaktovik people
d3dn't hunt that season too much. That really wasn't their
tdstomary time. But the logic was, well, if there's a season
bpen, then we might as well leave it in the subsistence
tégulations anyway, 1in case that some -- you know, one or two
p&ople maybe wanted to. But our notion always was with the
$8bsistence part was later, and there wasn't meant to be a horn
tArl restriction on the subsistence season. And that's the way
28 still will be. So really we're -- all this talk in 26C
dbout curl restrictions is just for that part that really was
PBe sports season that we never really viewed as Kaktovik's
88bsistence time, but we left in there, because we figured if a
8éason is open, everyone should go.

25

26 MR. ITTA: Is that definition clearly defined
21 writing somewhere so that residents of Kaktovik know in fact
2Bat they don't have a curl restriction?

29

30 MR. KURTH: The regulations, I will admit,
3ftentimes can be confusing. It should be clear that during
BBe October 1 through .....

33

34 MR. ITTA: Right.

35

36 MR. KURTH: ..... through April 30th, there 1is

83 curl restriction in 26C for residents of Kaktovik. And we
38n look, if it doesn't appear clear in the book or the
B8gulations, we can try and make sure that it reads more

élearly.

41

42 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

43

44 MR. ITTA: Okay.

45

46 MR. UPICKSON: A qguestion for Fenton. Fenton,
wds that your community's understanding, that there -- that

g§8ason opening had no restriction on curl requirements?
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1 MR. REXFORD: That is true, Mr. Upickson.

2

3 MR. UPICKSON: And so your primary concern was
#hat you would like to address the community harvest concept?
5

6 MR. REXFORD: Rather than individual.

7

8 MR. UPICKSON: Rather than individual. For
9/8ths curl requirement, you wouldn't .....

10

11 MR. REXFORD: Yeah, the -- Mr. Chairman, if I

hdy further extrapolate on that issue of community harvest? We
43 the City of Kaktovik submitted a proposal, with the
d4sistance of North Slope Borough, to have a community harvest
$Brategy, because we knew we were as a community breaking the
léws that were set forth to us, which we were never was

idtroduced in Kaktovik area. The reason for a community
h8rvest strategy, years and years and years the community as a
%Bole went up in October, September, when the -- when it was

?8adily available to get across the island. As a community,
Phey harvested and brought back as a community the sheep to
8BRare with the whole community. That is why we were in favor
38 community harvest strategy versus individual back limits.
BRAd we still stand at a community harvest strategy rather than

2fdividual bag limits, and that is why we -- we're in
@pposition of Proposal 85.

27

28 I would urge the Council here to not pass Proposal 85,

a8d summarize that the City of Kaktovik area wanted a community
B8rvest strategy versus individual bag limits, and our
dtguments are if the sheep is declining, and you're restricting
32 to a full curl, that -- and we know the numbers are
d8clining, that the ANILCA law should be -- should be
hplemented on that basis, to -- and we should -- I urge the
Bbuncil to send that message to the Federal Subsistence Board,
Bbhat the City of Kaktovik area residents are still wishing for
d7community bag limit versus individual.

38

39 MR. UPICKSON: Another .....

40

41 MR. ITTA: Go ahead.

42

43 MR. UPICKSON: Another point I want -- I

ddderstand what Mr. Rexford is saying, that the concept of
ébmmunity harvest. At Point Lay annually we harvest beluga.
Wé hunt beluga as a community. And to my knowledge, this
édncept of community harvest has only come up twice, in their
é8se of hunting sheep as a community when it freezes enough to
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cross —-- get off their island. That concept I can understand,
because in the springtime, in July, my community as a group
Rarvests their beluga. And not one guy, not two boats. Nobody
Bunts like that. We hunt as a community, the whole community.
4That's how we harvest our beluga. And we share. The concept
6f sharing still applies to our community harvest of belugas.
Bverybody in the village shares. So I agree 100% with your
desire for a community harvest concept rather than the
8ndividual 7/8ths or full curl which applies here in Proposal
85.

10

11 MR. ITTA: Mr. Chair, if I may? Are you

the .....

13

14 MR. REXFORD: Yeah, I'm .....

15

16 MR. ITTA: Do you think you're done with your
t@dmments .....

18

19

20 MR. REXFORD: Yeah, I .....

21

22 MR. ITTA: ..... so you don't have too much of a
28nflict handling the chair and being objection.

24

25 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

26

27 MR. ITTA: If I could, I'll hand the chair
B&8ck, .....

29

30 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

31

32 MR. ITTA: ..... and then I have a comment I'd
33ke to -- As -- right now as the current regulations stand in
Bélation to community harvest, and maybe you can help clarify
Bhis, or somebody, the -- under our -- the current existing
Bégs that the -- the exception is made for residents of the

Bity of Kaktovik and then goes on and says, "Kaktovik residents
B8y harvest sheep in accordance with a federal community
B8rvest strategy for Unit 26C which provides for take of up to
490 harvest limits of three sheep by designated hunter.
BRrocedures for federal permit issuance and community reporting
w211 be mutually developed by Kaktovik and federal
#8presentatives prior to the season opening." How -- how did
#lis language of "two harvest limits of three sheep each come
456 be"? Can somebody answer that?

46

477 MR. KURTH: Yes. I .....

48
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MR. ITTA: I think what -- And I also would
just like to refocus this and say we're dealing essentially
2ight now, Proposal 85 is just changing from 7/8ths to full
durl, and I like what I've been hearing, but to -- if we didn't
pass this, my point is that the community harvest as Fenton
5ees it, would still be the same way, is that correct? Mike?

6

7 MR. KURTH: Yeah. I .....

8

9 MR. ITTA: So what we would need to do to
tbrrect would then to -- is either reject this and resubmit a

whole different proposal that deals with the community harvest
18sue? 1Is that about the way the process would work?
13

14 MR. KURTH: I think that, as Mike suggested,
¥6u know, you should probably decide .....

16

17 MR. ITTA: Maybe I asked too many questions
#8thin my question.

19

20 MR. KURTH: Well, I think we're on a very
2hportant train here. You should decide whether or not you

22ke the curl restriction proposal or not, and then it's
dppropriate, if you want to give the Board recommendations
about community harvest, that also is appropriate.

25

26 Maybe if we can go back to the Board meeting for a
minute that Fenton talked about, you know, it's one of these
£Bings that, you know, we're still learning how to do this
g8@bsistence management business, and I don't think we claim to
Bfiow it all. The Board recognized I think the essence of what
Bénton and others have been trying to tell them about the way
P2ople hunt sheep in Kaktovik, and that is that people harvest
38r more than just their own needs, and certain hunters are the
8heep hunters for the community, and they provide for many.

Bt it was a struggle to try and figure out, well, how do we
Béve a system that will allow for that, but still protect
8Heep, because everyone I think is concerned that we don't want
88 take all the sheep from one drainage, for example, and I --
3d38Ad I know that, you know, Fenton has heard this before. And
what the Board did I think was endorse the notion that we need
4d look to provide for the community's harvest of sheep in
BE3dktovik, and they considered this idea of a designated hunter
43 one way to get at that, that the hunters aren't necessarily
44st hunting for themselves. This would allow each person in a
Abnting party to take six, and knowing that that wasn't just
£#6r them, but for them to share. That was the Board's attempt
47think to move closer to what the people in Kaktovik want, and
§8mething that responds to how they hunt.

49
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1 I don't think that we feel like we've gotten all the
way there and been responsive, but the Board I think does
Becognize what happens there, and I think we need to continue
40 work more closely with Kaktovik to make sure that we protect
the sheep and not take them all from one area and to get a
ystem that is more responsive to how you hunt. And I don't
Zhink we claim to be all the way there yet, but I think it's
Better than it was, and it probably hasn't worked as well as
#hat we all had thought, and quite frankly, I don't think we
f6llowed up as closely as what the Board probably wanted us to
¥ith the people from Kaktovik.

%% MR. TAGAROOK: Mr. Chairman?

%é MR. REXFORD: Terry?

%g MR. TAGAROOK: What Conrad said earlier, .....
%g MR. REXFORD: I'm sorry, Helen will be next
dfiter she's had her hand up.

g% MR. TAGAROOK: What Conrad said earlier about

PBe decline of the sheep, and that getting a full curl rams
@wéuld be, well, just like wiping out the bulls, you know, that
@wbuld keep a healthy population up with that full curl proposal
26 put on, that would mean that getting rid of the healthy
Bills and depleting -- I mean, not depleting, but that would be
£Be decline of the healthy population of sheep. I think that
2411 curl should be stricken out or just not approved of this

pBloposal.

31

32 MR. GUENTHER: Mr. Chair, could I respond to
BRat?

34

35 MR. ITTA: Helen and (in Inupiaq)

36

37 MR. REXFORD: Oh, yeah, I'm sorry, Conrad,
H8len had her hand up for .....

39

40 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: No, let -- it's -- he can
#&spond. That's okay.

42

43 MR. REXFORD: Go ahead, Conrad.

44

45 MR. GUENTHER: What I was saying, and

dpparently I didn't make myself very clear on this, but by
47lowing a full curl harvest only, the 7/8ths curl rams are
48rge enough rams so that they play a major role in keeping
49
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



78

these six-year-old rams, these younger rams, from harassing the
é¢wes into the winter. So it's not a matter of just keeping
full curl rams, but at least keeping 7/8ths curl rams.

3

4 One of the things that happens is where you have a
3/8ths curl harvest, most of the full curl rams are harvested
ényway, but a high percentage of 7/8ths curl rams are also
Harvested. With a full curl only harvest, then you've got all
8f your 7/8ths curl rams playing that mature ram role. Is that
Bore clear?

%2 MR. TAGAROOK: Yes.

%g MR. ITTA: Okay. Can I add to that?

%é MR. REXFORD: Edward?

%g MR. ITTA: You know, like everybody's saying,

%8're new to this, too, and we know there's pros and cons and
pfedators, weather, whatever, that play all an interested part
21 decline and .....

21

22 MR. GUENTHER: Uh-huh.

23

24 MR. ITTA: ..... in the -- or whatever, the
£8te of whichever animal species we may have. I -- my concern

Rond of is echoed here, is that ANILCA will take over once
2@rtain numbers are reached here, and we'll always insure that
88bsistence users are going to be protected. On the other
BR8nd, sports hunters seem to always kind of find a way to get
Bheir interest taken care of first, and these kind of measures
gét put on us, when in fact I think there should be more
FAformation or whatever, or some control put on the general
8ports hunting aspects of the -- whatever species they may be.
3And in this case we're talking sheep. And I don't know 1if
mbre regulations like this, when it's been 7/8ths for so long,
86 a full curl, are going to make that much of a difference. I
Béan, I wouldn't even know other than just what I'm hearing.
B8t my point is that if there's a concern whether -- I mean,
Q11 curl or 7/8ths isn't all that big of a deal to me. I
#hink sports hunters aspects of it should be looked at as one
glibject and then subsistence use as another.

42

43 And I support wholeheartedly what Fenton -- his point
dbout the community hunt is kind of tied into this, and yet
45's tied into the 7/8ths/full curl thing also, even though
wé're speaking specifically about full curl and what not, and
27d like to see some other proposal be submitted that addresses
48me of those concerns a little more clearly. I think, you

49
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know, obviously our colleagues, neighbors to the Northwest over
there have some differences of opinion about just what should
Be going on, and we've got other agencies that are giving their
Best shot at it, and giving the pros and cons on why not or
why.

5

6 But I'm especially leery of things that we may do in
26C that our other southern neighbors down here are affected by
8ur actions also. So I'd ask Mike, at the regional meeting
#ith all chairs there, that these kind of proposal be put
f6rth, and we'll have our own reason why we turned it down at
that time, but then there might be some other opportunity
$@mewhere to do a version of this Proposal 85.

13

14 MR. LOCKHART: Well, Mr. Chair, the process
that we have before us has some very rigid time lines in terms
06 public review periods that we're operating under right now.
1There's nothing that prevents you when you get to your meeting
18 April of collectively looking at these things and making
$8me sort of joint assessments of what the impacts are on the
ABers, and during your presentations to the Board regarding
Phese proposals, you can bring up that information. New
28formation that has, you know, come about through discussions

@w3th the chairs, with the joint -- with the other chairs.

24

25 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

26

27 MR. LOCKHART: That's perfectly legitimate, you

Rfiow. But unfortunately in terms of developing, trying to get
221 the input from all the councils and the public and
8ferything and into a rational process for how we would gather
3hformation and make recommendations to the Board, we're kind
3% going along this way. And we hope that, you know, as these
d8uncil meetings occur, we put proposals that affect you that
Bdybe actually sent in for another region, but may have some
8bfects, those are in the booklets, and they're addressed by
361 the other councils. And, again, the example is what
B3dppened in Region Eight last week is a good concern that I
BBink we need to be more careful about how the councils
Rfteract with each other on a similar proposal.

40

41 MR. UPICKSON: Another question, Mr. Chair-?
42

43 MR. REXFORD: Gordon?

44

45 MR. UPICKSON: The community harvest strategy
é6bncept I know is the one that you were concerned about. Are
¢3du —-- 1is your community concerned about the harvest limit of

#Bree sheep per designated hunter or in the community harvest
49
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concept, are you uncomfortable with a limit of three sheeps by
éach designated hunter, or which -- what part of -- are either
dne of the regulations that will affect or stick to these
Bimits 1if we adopt 857

4

5 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

6

7 MR. UPICKSON: Because they're mentioned here
8n this proposal also.

9

10 MR. REXFORD: Yeah, Gordon, could somebody
thdybe want to have to correct me. This happened three years

dgdo. Harry, you might want to help me out on this, working
¥3th Eric Smith of RURALCAP, working with the City of Kaktovik,
kdew that we were violating the regulations as a community.
R&ther than have individual bag limits, we proposed to the
Féderal Subsistence Board a community bag limit, although we
$&e community harvest strategy here. We wanted a community bag
18mit, and the numbers started coming up, or started being
d@liberated. The population of the sheep. In essence several
d8encies, I don't know how many agencies, whether one or two
ddfencies, were authorized or mandated to do a survey of the
HAdlahula drainages, the Okpilak drainages, and those around
RBctic Village. They further deliberated and came up with this
désignated hunter strategy for Kaktovik, so in essence our
@biginal proposal would still stand to the Federal Subsistence
Béard. We wanted to run this through for a while.

27

28 And we know that the City of Kaktovik had the
@Ppportunity had the opportunity to comment on this particular
Bfioposal 85 by the ADF&G, and their analyses, or final analyses
dhd conclusion is based on the number of sheep declining due to
®eather, so they're going to restrict it to a full curl, to
B38ve the sheep population go back up. So if that is the case,
wé argued, ANILCA law should be implemented, and that is why,
B8ward, partially to your question, why this community harvest
86 six was brought forth, and I don't know if the data
gdthering has commenced, or I don't know what federal agency
P8oceeded with that or not, to address this very issue,

38 .....

40

41 MR. UPICKSON: Okay. And how does your
édmmunity feel about the harvest limit of three sheeps?
88pposing only six people go out on a community harvest, would
44 they'd be only allowed only three sheeps per hunter as
ébmpared to like say 16 of you guys went out on a community
Aérvest. Are you comfortable with a limit of three sheep for a
édmmunity harvest per designated hunter?

48
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MR. REXFORD: Previously, I may be corrected
dlso, I think the harvest limit was three, the original
Broposal. So in essence they came up with this designated
Bunter to allow someone, maybe a senior citizen that could not
go up there, and designate his son to catch my three sheep for
e. They upped it by that much, by another three versus the
6ommunity bag limit. So we're -- we're trying this out, and I
Rnow that the Community of Kaktovik would still stand for that
Bommunity harvest versus this present proposal or this existing

fegulation.

10

11 Helen?

12

13 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: My question is that I think
14 you go forward with a request to the Board for a community
h&rvest limit, that -- or community bag limit, that they'll ask

what that limit should be, like we've done in Lime Village, and
I7wondered if you have some sense of how many sheep, you know,
18 the worse case, you know, or maybe on the average, I'm not
$8re how they would look at it, but I think you need to be
£Rinking about that, because the Federal Subsistence Board
@wduld ask that question: How many sheep would Kaktovik want?
22

23 MR. REXFORD: Yeah, we correlated that very --
Phat very issue. We went as far as saying when we correlated
@hth the bowhead whale. They gave us a quota, .....

26

27 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

28

29 MR. REXFORD: ..... you know, the history of
Ffiternational Whaling Commission providing a quota for the
®hole Arctic. There are a certain number of bowhead out there,
$2u're allowed, what, 10% or whatever .....

33

34 MR. ITTA: Not even.

35

36 MR. H. BROWER: One percent of the .....

37

38 MR. REXFORD: ..... whatever they -- whatever
BBe count of a species 1is, you get so many percent. And I
4Aink that would -- we -- what we argued for. I wouldn't be
ébmfortable in naming a number at this time without first
¥Aowing what the number of sheep that we could take. I mean,
4Bat's available in those drainages.

44

45 MR. UPICKSON: You don't want to overharvest
46.

47

48 MR. REXFORD: We -- that's -- you know,

49
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correlating it with the bowhead whale, if they are going to
testrict us, you know, restrict the sports hunters first. Do
2t -- I think that's what they wanted to do, a data, and then
S8ee what the numbers were. We didn't give an answer at that
#ime either, so I ......

5

6 MR. UPICKSON: And is your community
Zomfortable with the proposed procedures for a federal permit
8ssuance and community reporting that will be mutually
8eveloped later?

10

11 MR. REXFORD: Yeah. Gordon, .....

12

13 MR. UPICKSON: That's another question, that
they would be comfortable?

15

1o MR. REXFORD: Yeah. Gordon, that -- I talked
%#7ith the people this morning about any issues that they wanted
t8 discuss. The procedures for federal permit issuance and
tOmmunity reporting was supposed to be developed between the
R@ktovik residents and the -- I don't know what agency would be
2he leading agency.

22

23 MR. LOCKHART: Fish and Wildlife.

24

25 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Fish and Wildlife.

26

27 MR. UPICKSON: It would be Fish and Wildlife-?
28

29 MR. LOCKHART: Yes, sir.

30

31 MR. REXFORD: The procedures were not
dplemented, so -- that was one of the points .....

33

34 MR. ITTA: Mr. Chair?

35

36 MR. REXFORD: ..... that needed to be clarified
3¥ implemented, too. Edward?

38

39 MR. ITTA: I know we're getting the community

BBrvest strategy kind of tied into this whole thing, but I'm
4ding to make a motion to put this proposal on the floor and
é2ther vote it up or down at this time. So I move to at this
#3me put Proposal 85 before the Board for approval or
d4sapproval, and I so move.

45

46 MR. UPICKSON: I second Edward's motion on
Wlhether or disapprove Proposal 85.

48
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MR. REXFORD: Okay. And .....

MR. TAGAROOK: Question.

SN

MR. REXFORD: ..... discussion? I will -- T
Bhink it's proper if I turn the chair over to Edward to make
gome comments from .....

7

8 MR. ITTA: Okay. I have the chair.

9

10 MR. REXFORD: ..... from the residents of
Kaktovik. I want to bring that issue up again, three years ago

tRat the Community of Kaktovik wanted a community harvest
f38ther than individual bag limits. And our arguments were to
d4low a community harvest for Kaktovik, and questions were

bbought forth by the Board members, "How many sheep -- or what
16 the number that you are looking for?" Further
dZliberations, I wanted some agencies to do -- to do a survey

48d find out what the number of the sheep were in there.

19

20 So in essence, restricting from 7/8ths to full curl
2fhdicates to me that the population of sheep needs to recover.
22nd based on that assumption, allow it will be a benefit for
A8, so the sheep may recover by restricting it to a full length
24rl, I'm in opposition of this proposal.

25

26 MR. ITTA: Okay. Harry Brower, Junior?

27

28 MR. H. BROWER: Yes, I'd like to concur with
Pénton's statement there, because at -- you know, at that time
Bhey were doing -- addressing this community restriction, or

@bmmunity harvest limit strategy for Kaktovik, that it was not
38 argument there whether to get a community number to address
B8Be concerns, you know, on -- I don't know if it's on an as-
Aéed basis or really how to address that. I'm not sure. But
By point would be that I'd concur with Fenton on this proposal.
3Bdding additional restrictions to sheep hunt doesn't really
3ddress their concern as, you know, to provide for the
@8mmunity, and then, to weigh in the sport hunt issues. I
d8n't think that's right. I think if they're going to add
d8ditional restrictions on to increase the population, the
#lrst step should be to eliminate the sport hunt.

42

43 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chair?

ié MR. ITTA: Gordon?

35 MR. UPICKSON: Another issue that Fenton
B8xford brought up was the -- how do we come up with a
50
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comfortable harvest limits when we don't know the population.
That figure was never -- they were never given a figure,
2Here's the number of sheep we have," and to propose -- and
Broposal 85 addresses the harvest limit of three sheeps by a
designated hunter. I don't think they want to be stuck with
that, when in fact they don't know the total number of
harvestable sheep there is without reference to this 7/8ths or
full curl.

8

9 MR. ITTA: Okay.

10

11 MR. TAGAROOK: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to
t@dmment.

13

14 MR. ITTA: Terry?

15

16 MR. TAGAROOK: Well, if they make this survey
t@ see how many -- what the population is of the sheep, that
h8ybe there should be a resident from Kaktovik go along on that
sQrvey.

20

21 MR. UPICKSON: Uh-huh.

22

23 MR. ITTA: Okay. Thank you, Terry. Noted.
Rdybody else discussion on the motion?

25

26 MR. UPICKSON: Motion was made bring Proposal
823 to a vote, and .....

28

29 MR. ITTA: Yes.

30

31 MR. UPICKSON: ..... I recommend you hold the

dRair so we can hear Fenton's loud "no" when we vote.
33

34 MR. ITTA: Okay. All right. 1Is that your form
3% asking -- calling for the question?

36

37 MR. UPICKSON: Uh-huh.

38

39 MR. ITTA: All right. You have the Proposal 85

48 front of you. 1I'll ask for an "aye" if you support Proposal
8%, and a "no" 1if you don't support Proposal 85, and I'll start
w2th my colleague on the right. Fenton?

43

44 MR. REXFORD: No.

45

46 MR. ITTA: Harry?

47

48 MR. H. BROWER: No.

49
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1 MR. ITTA: Jim Allen?

2

3 MR. AVEOGANNA: No.

4

5 MR. ITTA: Terry?

6

7 MR. TAGAROOK: No.

8

9 MR. ITTA: Gordon?

10

11 MR. UPICKSON: No.

12

13 MR. ITTA: And myself, no. Proposal 85 fails
fér the reasons stated. Okay. I give the chair back to our
thairman.

16

17 MR. REXFORD: Thank you, Edward. We're down to

P8oposals 86, 87, and 88, and those all coincide, so maybe
we'11 .....

20

21 MR. ITTA: Which ones? 86 and what? Eighty-
g8ven?

23

24 MR. REXFORD: Eighty-six, 87 and 88 are all the
g8a&me species. I think we could take -- tackle those in
géquence.

27

28 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I'm going to be dealing with
£Bese. As Mr. Chairman has pointed out, these are all dealing
®th the same resource. They're dealing with musk ox in Unit
38C.

32

33 Proposal 86 was proposed by the Kaktovik City Council,

34d they've asked for a change in the season from October 1st
86 October 31st and March 1lst to March 31st, they've asked that
36 be changed from October 1lst to March 31st. Proposal 87

3@mes from Robert J. Thompson. And I assume -- is he from
Ké&ktovik?

39

40 MR. REXFORD: Yes.

41

42 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. And he's asked for a

éBange to November 1lst through March 31st rather than October
44t through March 31st.

45

46 Proposal 88 I'm going to -- it also deals with musk ox,
Bt I'm going to deal with that one last. I think we'll deal
w8th just 86 and 87 together, because they both deal with a

49
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change in the season.

1

2 We have -- this is -- there's a little bit of history
Bo this, that last October I guess it was, we had a request
#rom the -- I think it was from the City of Kaktovik. I'm not
Sure if it was from them or from -- it was from some people in
Baktovik, asking that the -- there be an emergency opening to
gxtend the season by two weeks I think it was. Well, they were
g§iven two weeks. I'm not sure what they -- whether they
Pequested a whole month or not. And there's been quite a bit
ofl debate about this.

11
12 We have here today Pat Reynolds from the Arctic Refuge,
add she's our expert on musk oxen. I wanted to ask her to give

$éme of the biological background, rather than me trying to
$tmmarize it, if that's okay with you?

16

17 MR. REXFORD: That's fine. Thank you.

18

19 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Okay. Pat, do you want to
26me up?

21

22 MR. REXFORD: Are we going to then proceed with
PBoposal 8672

24

25 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Eighty-six and 87

26gether, .....

27

28 MR. REXFORD: Okay.

29

30 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... since they both deal
Fith .....

32

33 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Page 32.

34

35 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... it's —-- they both deal
®6th season change.

37

38 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Are you on page 32 then?

39

40 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. Uh-huh. Yes.

41

42 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

43

44 MS. REYNOLDS: My name is Patricia Reynolds.
45m a biologist with the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, U.S.
Ethsh and Wildlife Service. I've been working on musk oxen for

&He past 12 years in the Kaktovik area on the group of musk
é68en that lives in Unit 26C.

49
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1 And some of the things that I've found out about the
fAusk ox, and I thought might be of interest to you, I would
d8lso be interested in any comments or questions that you have.
4Perhaps you have information that might be relevant to me, so
% would hope that if you do have any questions at any time,
pust call them out, and I'll try to answer them the best way
Zhat I can.

8

9 MR. UPICKSON: You're speaking on behalf of
PBioposal 88?2

11

12 MS. REYNOLDS: This is .....

13

14 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Eighty-six and 87.

15

16 MS. REYNOLDS: ..... 86 and 87.

17

18 MR. ITTA: Eighty-six.

19

20 MR. UPICKSON: Eighty-six and 87, not 887
21

22 MS. REYNOLDS: And eighty- -- well, 88 I can --

23can address that as well, if you'd like, because the
2Aformation I'm providing is from the biological perspective of
Phe animals.

26

277 As probably most of you know, the musk oxen in Arctic
RBaska probably disappeared about the middle of last century.
39%nce that time, there was concern that the species might
dfisappear worldwide, and so there was an effort to bring them
Back to Alaska in the 1930s when animals were acquired and
BZought to Nunivak Island, and released on that island, and
BBen later survivors of that population were released on the
Nérth Slope. One of the first releases of animals was in
Baktovik in 1969, and on the Kavik River in 1970. Probably a
B6tal of maybe 35 to 50 animals survived and have resulted in
BHe population that's there today.

38

39 The things that I've been looking at in terms of the
#lsk ox in the last 12 years are to find out what the
population is doing in the area, and also where the animals are

43ing and where they're living. So we're interested in knowing
wBat -- how many offspring they were having, how the survival
#d4tes were occurring, and what the population -- whether the
pbpulation was in fact growing.

46

477 The second thing in terms of looking at how animals --

WwBat areas animals were living in, I'm interested in looking at
49
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



88

areas in which animals utilize both in the winter and the
dummer, and also new areas that animals might be moving into.
30 that's been the direction that my investigations have taken
38ver the past 12 years.

4

5 I've also had an opportunity since 1987 to look at
énimals in detail by following them with satellite telemetry,
uch like the satellite telemetry you've had on some seals
Bere, so I could get detailed information on both movements and
@istribution movements, and activity patterns of animals
throughout the year.

11

12 And the kind of information that I've seen with these
d8imals, first of all, the population, if I could just show you
this figure in terms of population growth, in ANWR, or in the
Abctic National Wildlife Refuge, here's a picture of the entire

pépulation growth in -- this is within the Refuge itself. We
$dw a very rapid increase from these few animals that were
t8leased, and then we've seen in the last -- since about '8¢,

tBe population's kind of gone up and down, but it's not
2ficreasing really at a rapid rate within the refuge at this
Pime.

22
23 It's interesting to note that in fact the animals
g8éttled into three areas in the refuge. One was directly --

Bbetty close to Kaktovik, along the Sadlerochit River, which is
26think for most of you familiar with that, certainly, that's
a1 area where musk oxen are still living today. That's where
88me of the animals settled almost immediately. Another area
28 which they settled almost immediately was over towards the
G@nning River, on the Tamayariak River, and a third area
Bétween the Jago and the Niguanak Rivers. And so we've seen
d2tually three little populations of animals from this original
gBoup that was released. Three little groups of animals
S3#arted out and then continued to grow. And these are in three
dhfferent geographic areas. Now, as they've grown over time,
Bbhey've shifted the areas in which they live. They're now
B3dving into new areas, and they're moving into areas where we
B8ven't seen them before, including some areas to the west,
8fitside the Refuge.

40

41 The concerns I've had in terms of the population
Ambers, if you divide the Refuge into three areas, you can see
4HBe population in these three areas again, like the total
pépulation, increased rapidly, and then like this is the
ftirthest west zone over by the Ganning River, this is -- has
ghown some decline, and then started back up again. In the
4@dne where most people in Kaktovik have taken animals during
4He hunting in the last few years, again an increase, and then
49
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a kind of stabilization of the numbers, and then the numbers
dctually are a little lower now than they have been. Yes?
2

3 MR. UPICKSON: Yes. A question on Kaktovik.
There's no records prior to '86 about the harvesting of

any ..... ?

6

7 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: That's correct.

8

9 MR. UPICKSON: Okay. That decline on the graph
there in that area by Kaktovik, where does 1986 come in on your
dtraph?

12

13 MS. REYNOLDS: 1986 is right here.

14

15 MR. UPICKSON: Okay. There were no records

képt, in fact could they have been hunted in the previous 12,
t&n years, and there was an increase anyway?

18

19 MS. REYNOLDS: Well, the hunting actually
g8flarted I believe in '83.

21

22 MR. UPICKSON: Okay. And there was .....

23

24 MS. REYNOLDS: There was no hunting prior to
283.

26

277 MR. UPICKSON: Okay. So there was —--

Z2Bere .....

29

30 MR. REXFORD: By sports hunters by '83?

31

32 MS. REYNOLDS: That's when the State harvests
8B8arted was 1983.

34

35 MR. REXFORD: Kaktovik residents just started
Béporting their harvest, because they were allowed in '87, '88
8&ason.

38

39 MR. UPICKSON: Okay. ©So in fact they may
Alve .....

41

42 MS. REYNOLDS: They started in -- right. So
48's .....

44

45 MR. REXFORD: So that's why there was no -- I
dén't even know why it's not there, .....

47

48 MR. UPICKSON: So they could have been

49
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hunting .....

1

2 MR. REXFORD: ..... I mean, why it's recorded
2n that.

4

5 MR. UPICKSON: ..... way before .....

6

7 MS. REYNOLDS: Well, there -- to my knowledge,
8hat there was no hunting from the time period of 1969 to .....
9

10 MR. UPICKSON: So in your graph you show a
fluctuation .....

12

13 MS. REYNOLDS: In numbers.

14

15 MR. UPICKSON: ..... in population after you

$tarted recording, when in fact they may have been hunting ten
Y&ars prior to the time you started recording?

18
19 MS. REYNOLDS: To my knowledge, there was no
BROnting prior to 1983. There was no hunting -- there was no

Rinting permitted. There may have been poaching. To my
RAowledge, there was no hunting between 1969 when the animals
#W8re released and 1983 when the State started a harvest --
g8#arted a limited hunt. So .....

25

26 And in zone three, we see numbers increasing, and
PHey're still increasing. And this -- what this shows, I
£Bink, is not only that animals -- they're shifting the places

£Bey live in, and so we have some animals that lived for a long
Blme on Sadlerochit River that are now mo